
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                              August 18, 2024  

Fr. Cody Williams, Pastor Email: frcwilliams@holycrossmt.org                    

Office: 406-266-4811    

Email: office@holycrossmt.org  

Shawna: RE@holycrossmt.org 

Website: holycrossmt.org 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 610 (101 S. Walnut) 

                    Townsend, Montana 59644 

Weekday Mass Schedule: 

Mass: Monday and Tuesday 9:00a 

Adoration: Monday 9:30a 

Weekend Schedule:   

Confession: Sunday 3:30-4:15p or by appointment 

Mass: Sunday Mass 4:30p 

 Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30a to 12:00p 



Basics of Catholicism part 53 

Confirmation 

Some have argued that the Sacrament of Confirmation is needing a theology. 

Those who argue this point have lost a sense of the early Church, the councils of 

the Church, and limited Confirmation to our modern expression of this Sacrament. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation has a rich theology rooted deeply in Scripture and 

the early Church. The Christians of the 1st century understood that Jesus antici-

pated more for the process of initiation than Baptism. Baptism as the removal of 

sin and the process through which one enters the Church was the initial step. But 

Baptism wasn’t complete. The first Apostles knew of this second part from Jesus. 

St. John the Baptist stated when he encountered Jesus at his baptism that “the 

one mightier than I…will baptize with the Holy Spirit.” In the same way, Jesus 

sent his Holy Spirit upon the disciples at Pentecost patterning the Sacrament of 

Confirmation. Therefore the early Church understood that Baptism was the initial 

step and that the sending of the Holy Spirit completed the initiation process be-

gun with Baptism.  

Why was the Holy Spirit so necessary that Jesus inaugurated the Sacrament of 

Confirmation? Many people in the evangelical side of Christianity argue that Bap-

tism is the only necessary process for initiation. Although this is technically cor-

rect, the life of a Christian is more than entry into the Church and the removal of 

sin. We need a mission, we need a purpose, we need the gifts that only God can 

give so that our Christian lives are directed towards the proper end. The gift of 

the Holy Spirit at Pentecost was the defining moment that brought the comple-

tion of the graces of Baptism as well as completed the necessary steps to under-

stand the role and mission of the Christian. At Pentecost the disciples were 

changed from disciples to apostles; from those who are being taught by a master 

to those who are sent on mission (hence the word apostle which means sent). 

Thus the Sacrament of Confirmation gives the completion of the graces of Bap-

tism. We are not simply member of the church, but members with a mission; we 

are not simple those who follow Jesus but those who witness to his life, death, 

resurrection, ministry, and grace; we are not simply washed of sin but trans-

formed into a people of mission. This is the theology of the Sacrament of Confir-

mation.  

Another way to understand the Sacrament of Confirmation, as evidenced by the 

Rite of Confirmation, is the sealing of the graces of Baptism. Like clay being 

transformed by the potter, a baptized person is like wet clay ready to be molded. 

In order to harden the clay, make it durable, and set for a purpose, it must be 

hardened in a kiln. The Sacrament of Confirmation is that fire that hardens the 

clay and gives meaning and purpose to the clay object. Thus Confirmation bestows 

on the person identity, mission, purpose, and the graces of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Fr. Cody 



Mass  Schedule 
Monday  

August 19 

No Mass  
No Adoration  

No Retired Group  

Tuesday  
August 20 

Mass 9a 
Kit Moldenhauer RB Iwy & Sharon Obrigewitch  

Wednesday  
August 21 

No Mass  
 

Thursday 
August 22 

Mass 9a 
Homebound Parishioners 

Adoration 9:30a 

Friday 
August 23 

No Mass  
 

Saturday 
August 24 

No Mass  
 

Sunday  

August 25 

Confession 3:30p 

Mass 4:30p 
Parish Family 

 

Ministry Schedule 

Sunday August 25, 2024                           4:30pm 

Greet:                                        Larry and Buffy Woodring                                

Lector:                                                       Julie Lethert          

Gifts:                                       Dan and Bernadette Swenson 

EM:                                             Tom Aced and Nikki Weiss                                

Money Counters:               Bernadette Swenson and Sara Holmes                

 

All bulletin information requests need to be submitted at least 
two weeks in advance and by email to   

 

                     office@holycrossmt.org.  
 

Requests submitted by texts or calls can not be guaranteed.         
 

Bulletin deadline is Monday at 10a  

TWO weeks in advance  

 

 

 

 

 

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8-25-2024 

Reading 1:            Joshua 24:1-2a,15-17,18b  

Psalm:                34:2-3,16-17,18-19,20-21  

Reading 2: Ephesians 5:21-32 or 5:2a,25-32  

Gospel:                              John 6:60-69                             

Sc r i p t u r e  R ead ing s   

Reminder: The Bishops of       
Montana have asked us to   
abstain from meat or some 

other pleasure on Wednesday 
until the end of election season 

as a way to reject CI-128. If 
you have any questions about 

this, please let me know.  

A meeting for all parents who want 
their kids to participate in RE this year 
will be on Sunday, August 25th after 
Mass.  

Mass for the week of 
August 19th will be on 
Tuesday August 20th 
at 9 am and Thursday 
August 22nd  at 9 am 
with Adoration after 
Mass on Thursday. No 
Mass, adoration, or 
retired group on Mon-
day, August 19th.  

Have you noticed the new signs? 

The law doesn’t protect property owners from those who use their land without 

permission. After consultation with our insurance company and other people 

who are versed in the legal system, I decided to put private property signs on 

our property to help protect us from lawsuits. The signs are designed in such a 

way as to notify people that they are entering private property with the implica-

tion that they are liable for entering this property. Although I do not like having 

to put up signs or inform people that this is not public land, we are in an age of 

litigation and this was deemed necessary.  



 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

"The shepherds - simple souls - came to adore the Infant Savior. Mary rejoiced 
at seeing their homage and willing offerings they made to her Jesus... How 
happy is the loving soul when it has found Jesus with Mary, His Mother! They 

who know the Tabernacle where He dwells, they who receive Him into their souls, know that 
His conversation is full of divine sweetness, His consolation ravishing, His peace superabun-
dant, and the familiarity of His love and His Heart ineffable," 

- St. Peter Julian Eymard 

Pray for our Seminarians  

Lord Jesus, we ask your special blessing on those preparing for the priesthood in 

our seminaries.  We pray that they will grow in faith, hope and love.  Give them 

courage and perseverance and be their constant companion as they prepare to 

serve you and your people with the fire of your love.  Make them holy as you are 

holy.  Amen. 

Dcn. Dillon Armstrong, John Cooney, Kaleb Mitchell, Riley Helgoe, Brett Rotz, 

Jamie Severson, Anthony Olmes, James Semling, Carter Anderson, Shae Bills, 

Matt Keck, Carson Gorton, and Jake Smith.  

Pray for vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life. 

Catholic Trivia: 

 

In the 15th century, missionaries from the 
west came to Japan with the hopes of 

evangelizing the people and converting 
them to Catholicism. A great number of 

Japanese converted causing concern from 
the Japanese government that the people 
would lose their culture. With this fear in 
mind, in 1630 the Japanese government 

kicked out all missionaries and people from 
the west and forbade the practice of Chris-

tianity. For 200 years, until the next mis-
sionaries arrived in the middle of the 19th 
century, the Christian converts prayed the 
Our Father each Sunday and taught them-
selves the little they knew about the faith. 

They were told to wait until celibate men in 
black robes arrived to teach them the rest 

of the faith.  

 

Holy Cross              
recommends that the 

following be respected: 

 

Christian Burial: 

Notice should be 
made with the priest 
before arrangements 
are made with the  
funeral director.  

  

Social Hall:   

Our Social Hall and 
kitchen may be   

rented out for special 
events. 

 

Please call the office 
for information for any 
of the above notices:      

406-266-4811. 

 

 

Prayer Chain 

Unless requested otherwise after one month prayer request 

names will be removed from the prayer chain:  

Elaine Graveley, Bob Masolo, Fran Wright, Ed and Jean Boucher, Mary Alice Upton, Martin and 

Margy Clark, Shanna Montonario, LaReissa Swenson, Jenny Schauber, Kadence Saxton, Tom 

Grewell and family, Millie Sullivan, JL and Janet Jones, Vince Boster, Paulette Obrigewitch, Ni-

cole Ito, Bill and Marilyn Lane  

      Holy Cross Parish  

Finances  

 

 

Week ended August 11th  

 

Thank you for           
your generosity 

 

Total Weekly $2,242.75 

Budget $2902.00 

Variance -$659.25 

Please consider a memorial for your loved ones to the 

Holy Cross Cemetery instead of flowers. 

THANK YOU! 

This year the Finance Council approved a 
budget with a much higher amount of in-
come needed to sustain the parish. This 
needed increase in income is largely due to 
increased in costs such as insurance premi-
ums and needed supplies for the parish. As 
a way to clarify our need for more income, I 
will list in each bulletin the amount of mon-
ey we brought in through the offertory and 
the amount deficit or surplus from our goal. 
The goal for the year is $148,000 with an 
average amount each week of $2902. I real-
ize that reaching this goal seems like a chal-
lenge. But I believe we can achieve this goal 
and provide for the good of our parish. 
After hearing from several people about 
the financial column, I decided that listing 
the expenses became too confusing. There-
fore, in September, I am going to publish 
the annual budget that the Finance Council 
approved in the bulletin so that everyone 
can see the annual expenses and the way 
we spend our money. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Fr. Cody or speak with 
one of the Finance Council members.  

Pews on Sale!  
We are selling off all of our pews for $200 a pew. First come first serve. The pews must be purchased by Sept 

15th and picked up on September 16th. On September 15th we will be removing all the pews from the Church and 
putting them along the hedge in the back. The new flooring will hopefully be installed starting on the 16th and 

the new pews on the 30th.  We will need help removing the pews following Mass and the Circle meeting on the 
15th. Once the project begins, all Masses will be downstairs in the Parish Hall. We will need help setting up for 

Mass each week.  


