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Twentieth Sunday/in Ordinary Time August 18, 2024
v

Weekday Mass Schedule: Fr. Cody Williams, Pastor Email: frcwilliams@holycrossmt org

Mass: Monday and Tuesday 9:00a Office: 406-266-U811
Adoration: Monday 9:30a Email: office@holycrossmt.org

Weekend Schedule: Shawna: RE@holycrossmt.org

Confession: Sunday 3:30-U:15p or by appointment 4_ Website: holycrossmt.org
Mass: Sunday Mass 4:30p Malling address: P.O. Box 610 (101 S. Walnut)

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30a to 12:00p Townsend, Montana 59644
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Basics of Catholicism part 53
Confirmation

Some have argued that the Sacrament of Confirmation is needing a theology.
Those who argue this point have lost a sense of the early Church, the councils of
the Church, and limited Confirmation to our modern expression of this Sacrament.
The Sacrament of Confirmation has a rich theology rooted deeply in Scripture and
the early Church. The Christians of the 1°* century understood that Jesus antici-
pated more for the process of initiation than Baptism. Baptism as the removal of
sin and the process through which one enters the Church was the initial step. But
Baptism wasn’t complete. The first Apostles knew of this second part from Jesus.
St. John the Baptist stated when he encountered Jesus at his baptism that “the
one mightier than l...will baptize with the Holy Spirit.” In the same way, Jesus
sent his Holy Spirit upon the disciples at Pentecost patterning the Sacrament of
Confirmation. Therefore the early Church understood that Baptism was the initial
step and that the sending of the Holy Spirit completed the initiation process be-
gun with Baptism.

Why was the Holy Spirit so necessary that Jesus inaugurated the Sacrament of
Confirmation? Many people in the evangelical side of Christianity argue that Bap-
tism is the only necessary process for initiation. Although this is technically cor-
rect, the life of a Christian is more than entry into the Church and the removal of
sin. We need a mission, we need a purpose, we need the gifts that only God can
give so that our Christian lives are directed towards the proper end. The gift of
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost was the defining moment that brought the comple-
tion of the graces of Baptism as well as completed the necessary steps to under-
stand the role and mission of the Christian. At Pentecost the disciples were
changed from disciples to apostles; from those who are being taught by a master
to those who are sent on mission (hence the word apostle which means sent).
Thus the Sacrament of Confirmation gives the completion of the graces of Bap-
tism. We are not simply member of the church, but members with a mission; we
are not simple those who follow Jesus but those who witness to his life, death,
resurrection, ministry, and grace; we are not simply washed of sin but trans-
formed into a people of mission. This is the theology of the Sacrament of Confir-
mation.

Another way to understand the Sacrament of Confirmation, as evidenced by the
Rite of Confirmation, is the sealing of the graces of Baptism. Like clay being
transformed by the potter, a baptized person is like wet clay ready to be molded.
In order to harden the clay, make it durable, and set for a purpose, it must be
hardened in a kiln. The Sacrament of Confirmation is that fire that hardens the
clay and gives meaning and purpose to the clay object. Thus Confirmation bestows
on the person identity, mission, purpose, and the graces of the Holy Spirit.

Fr. Cody
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Pews on Sale!

We are selling off all of our pews for $200 a pew. First come first serve. The pews must be purchased by Sept
15™ and picked up on September 16", On September 15" we will be removing all the pews from the Church and
putting them along the hedge in the back. The new flooring will hopefully be installed starting on the 16" and
the new pews on the 30™. We will need help removing the pews following Mass and the Circle meeting on the
15™. Once the project begins, all Masses will be downstairs in the Parish Hall. We will need help setting up for
Mass each week.

Montana Catholics For Life

For Babies For Mothers For Families

As we continue to answer our Montana Bishops’ call to defend life and reject the radical abortion initiative CI-128, please watch
and share the videos below. May they bless us and all who watch them as we promote the beauty and sanctity of life. Both videos
are found at the link and QR code below.

Into Life Series: Exodus from Fear: Accompanying Her to Life

This poignant video explores the challenges faced by expectant mothers who struggle with the uncertainty and
fears of motherhood. Just as the Israelites struggled in the desert for 40 years to overcome the mindset of their
bondage in Egypt, women may also struggle to find peace and freedom amidst the anxiety of their challenges.
WE are called to journey with women and help them discern the voices in their hearts as they uncover the
truth within themselves. Through Christ, we can embody the transformative power of love, faith, and commu-
nity, encouraging women to embrace their strength, goodness, and capacity for love. The mission is to keep

INJO
%rwmm : hope alive, pointing toward a life of freedom, empowered by the infinite dignity of every mother and her child.
; - Ultimately, through relationships and solidarity, the seeds of hope can blossom into new life.
Faithful Citizenship Series: Voting Through the Lens of Catholic Social Teaching
|

In this video, Matt Brower articulates the importance of Catholic social teaching, particularly social
justice. He highlights that many Catholics lack understanding of this concept, despite its significance in
Church teachings. True social justice ensures that individuals and groups receive what is rightfully theirs
and is firmly rooted in the dignity of the human person. This principle is central to the Catholic faith and
informs decisions regarding public advocacy and voting. Brower emphasizes the consistent ethic of life,
advocating for the dignity of all human beings across all social and moral issues. He

et challenges us to understand and apply Catholic social teaching when voting and to

give witness to the sanctity of human life.

FAITHFUL CITIZENSII

VOTING EHR i
OF CATHOBIC SOCTAR TEACHING

Find these, and more life-affirming resources at montanacc.org/montana-bishops-defend-life, or by
scanning the QR code.

Pear Women of Holy Cross Chureh,

FOUNDATION
for the Diocese of Helena
Since the Foundation’s
Faith-in-Action Grant Program
began in 2007,
HOLY CROSS PARISH
has received a total of

$22,449.65

including . . .

We are having a gathering to discuss the
future of Women of Faith

Tuesday, August 27th at 7 pm
This is open to all women of Holy Cross Church

Women make the world more beautiful, they protect it
and keep it alive. They bring the grace of renewal, the
_ embrace of inclusion and the courage to give them-

)\ selves to others. Peace, then, is bor of women, it rises
and is rekindled by the tendemess of mothers. There-
fore, the dream of peace becomes reality when we look
o women.

- Pope Francis

$2,500 awarded in August

to provide a faith event to explore and experience
issues of social justice through the lens of faith
and offer The Chosen at the local theater.

The Foundation gave YOUR support of the
32 grants Foundation makes this
for a total of possible. Help build your

$86,950 favorite parish or ministry
in this grant cycle. endowment with an
online gift at
fdoh.org.

Holy Gross Parish

Fnances

Week ended August 11th

Totd Weekly $2,24235
budget $2402.00

Variance -$659.25

THANK Y0U Ol
Jour eenerosimy

This year the Finance Council approved a
budget with a much higher amount of in-
come needed to sustain the parish. This
needed increase in income is largely due to
increased in costs such as insurance premi-
ums and needed supplies for the parish. As
a way to clarify our need for more income, |
will list in each bulletin the amount of mon-
ey we brought in through the offertory and
the amount deficit or surplus from our goal.
The goal for the year is $148,000 with an
average amount each week of $2902. | real-
ize that reaching this goal seems like a chal-
lenge. But | believe we can achieve this goal
and provide for the good of our parish.
After hearing from several people about
the financial column, | decided that listing
the expenses became too confusing. There-
fore, in September, | am going to publish
the annual budget that the Finance Council
approved in the bulletin so that everyone
can see the annual expenses and the way
we spend our money. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Fr. Cody or speak with
one of the Finance Council members.

Please consider a memorial for your loved ones to the
Holy Cross Cemebery instead of flowers.

THANK YOu’

T\ Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

"The shepherds - simple souls - came to adore the Infant Savior. Mary rejoiced
at seeing their homage and willing offerings they made to her Jesus... How
happy is the loving soul when it has found Jesus with Mary, His Mother! They
who know the Tabernacle where He dwells, they who receive Him into their souls, know that
His conversation is full of divine sweetness, His consolation ravishing, His peace superabun-
dant, and the familiarity of His love and His Heart ineffable,"

A

- St. Peter Julian Eymard

Pray for our Seminarians

Lord Jesus, we ask your special blessing on those preparing for the priesthood in
our seminaries. We pray that they will grow in faith, hope and love. Give them
courage and perseverance and be their constant companion as they prepare to

serve you and your people with the fire of your love. Make them holy as you are

holy. Amen.

Dcn. Dillon Armstrong, John Cooney, Kaleb Mitchell, Riley Helgoe, Brett Rotz,
Jamie Severson, Anthony Olmes, James Semling, Carter Anderson, Shae Bills,
Matt Keck, Carson Gorton, and Jake Smith.

Pray for vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life.

Prayer Chain

Unless requested otherwise after one month prayer request
names will be removed from the prayer chain:

Elane Graveley, Bob Masolo, Fran Wright, Ed and Jean Boucher, Mary Alice Upton, Martin and
Margy Clark, Shanna Montonario, LaReissa Swenson, Jenny Schauber, Kadence Saxton, Tom

Grewell and family, Milie Sullivan, JL and Janet Jones, Vince Boster, Paulette Obrigewitch, Ni-
cole Tto, Bill and Marilyn Lane

Catholic Trivia: Holy Cross

recommends that the
following be respected:

In the 15" century, missionaries from the
west came to Japan with the hopes of
evangelizing the people and converting
them to Catholicism. A great number of
Japanese converted causing concern from
the Japanese government that the people
would lose their culture. With this fear in
mind, in 1630 the Japanese government
kicked out all missionaries and people from
the west and forbade the practice of Chris-

Christian Burial:
Notice should be
made with the priest
before arrangements
are made with the
funeral director.

Social Hall:
Our Social Hall and
kitchen may be
rented out for special

tianity. For 200 years, until the next mis-
sionaries arrived in the middle of the 19"
century, the Christian converts prayed the
Our Father each Sunday and taught them-
selves the little they knew about the faith.
They were told to wait until celibate men in
black robes arrived to teach them the rest
of the faith.

events.

Please call the office
for information for any
of the above notices:
406-266-4811.




