
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time                                              August 25, 2024  

Fr. Cody Williams, Pastor Email: frcwilliams@holycrossmt.org                    

Office: 406-266-4811    

Email: office@holycrossmt.org  

Shawna: RE@holycrossmt.org 

Website: holycrossmt.org 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 610 (101 S. Walnut) 

                    Townsend, Montana 59644 

Weekday Mass Schedule: 

Mass: Monday and Tuesday 9:00a 

Adoration: Monday 9:30a 

Weekend Schedule:   

Confession: Sunday 3:30-4:15p or by appointment 

Mass: Sunday Mass 4:30p 

 Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30a to 12:00p 



Basics of Catholicism part 54 

Confirmation 

The last 1000 years has caused a great deal of confusion when developing an un-

derstanding of the Sacrament of Confirmation. I want to spend this part of the 

series reflecting on these challenges. Prior to the Council of Trent in 1540-1560, 

the Sacrament of Confirmation was merely another Sacrament or a step in the 

process. Stories from the Middle Ages show these challenges. When parents heard 

that a bishop was passing through town, they would line up their kids along the 

road so that bishop could lay his hands upon them and give them the Sacrament 

of Confirmation. Although it was always understood to be a Sacrament, the rite 

associated with it was still in development. The Council of Trent radically revised 

the Sacrament of Confirmation. After the Protestant revolutionaries tried to dis-

count and dismiss Confirmation as a Sacrament, the Church came back with a de-

finitive ruling on this Sacrament. Not only did the Council of Trent reiterate the 

teaching that Confirmation is a Sacrament but greatly added to its theological 

understanding and gave it an official Rite in the Church. Those ideas were largely 

lost on the modern church. With the age of Confirmation throughout the west in-

creased to high school age, many understood the Sacrament as a “completion of 

Catholic education” or “a graduation from Catholicism.” These ideas pervaded the 

thoughts of modern Catholics. I hope you now understand why so many people 

left the Church following their graduation from high school.  

A new revival in the understanding and teaching of the theology of the Sacrament 

of Confirmation is underway in the US. Many people who have begun to venture 

into its theology and meaning are trying to rebuild catechetical programs to bet-

ter express the beauty and value of this Sacrament. Some bishops in the United 

States are lowering the age of Confirmation to remove the connection between 

graduation and Confirmation. This idea is called the “Restored Order.” Namely, 

that the original order of the Sacraments of Initiation were Baptism, Confirma-

tion, and then Eucharist. I will cover more on this order once I have explained the 

Sacrament of the Eucharist. Not only does the lowering of the age of Confirma-

tion help divorce the Sacrament from graduation but it also allows youth to take 

a more active approach in the church and gives them graces to persevere through 

some of the more challenging developmental parts of their lives.  

This new revival in the Sacrament of Confirmation should affect all of us not just 

the ones preparing to receive the Sacrament. The Sacrament of Confirmation is 

not just a step in our journey but an event that changes the character of who we 

are and what we are meant to do. Everyone needs to spend some time reflecting 

on the mystery of the Sacrament and its power in our life, which I will cover soon, 

so that we can recapture its power, value, and purpose in our lives. 

 

Fr. Cody  



Mass  Schedule 
Monday  

August 26 

Mass 9a 
Adoration 9:30a 

Kit Moldenhauer RB Bob and Gay Ann Masolo  

Tuesday  
August 27 

Mass 9a 
Homebound Parishioners 

Mary Alice Upton funeral 1p 

Wednesday  
August 28 

No Mass  
 

Thursday 
August 29 

No Mass  
 

Friday 
August 30 

No Mass  
 

Saturday 
August 31 

No Mass  
 

Sunday  

September 1 

Confession 3:30p 

Mass 4:30p 
Parish Family 

 

Ministry Schedule 

Sunday September 1, 2024                           4:30pm 

Greet:                                                             Tom Aced                                 

Lector:                                                Marilyn Vandersloot                                     

Gifts:                                                            Bleile Family 

EM:                                     Karen Simonich and Alex Estrada  

Money Counters:                       Juanita Bray and Karen Susag            

 

All bulletin information requests need to be submitted at least 
two weeks in advance and by email to   

 

                     office@holycrossmt.org.  
 

Requests submitted by texts or calls can not be guaranteed.         
 

Bulletin deadline is Monday at 10a  

TWO weeks in advance  

 

 

 

 

 

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9-1-2024 

Reading 1:               Deuteronomy 4:1-2,6-8         

Psalm:                        15:2-3a,3bc-4ab,5              

Reading 2:            James 1:17-18,21b-22,27 

Gospel:                  Mark 7:1-8,14-15,21-23                             

Sc r i p t u r e  R ead ing s   

Have you noticed the new signs? 

The law doesn’t protect property owners from those who use their land 

without permission. After consultation with our insurance company and 

other people who are versed in the legal system, I decided to put private 

property signs on our property to help protect us from lawsuits. The signs 

are designed in such a way as to notify people that they are entering pri-

vate property with the implication that they are liable for entering this 

property. Although I do not like having to put up signs or inform people 

that this is not public land, we are in an age of litigation and this was 

deemed necessary.  

Magnificats  
It’s that time of year 

again to start planning 

for next years Magnificat 

subscriptions. They offer 

regular print and large 

print. Once the price is 

verified it will be posted 

and the office will start 

accepting sign-ups.   

Help needed: 
 

The following tasks are some areas around 
the church that need attention. If you are 
willing to work on or complete these 
tasks, please contact Fr. Cody. 

 

Repainting the parking stripes and stop 
bars 

Weeding around the building or spraying 
for weeds 

Trimming the hedge 

Cleaning the gutters 

Replacing the rusted sleeve on the vent 
Our parish feast day is September 14, the Feast 
of the Holy Cross. On the day, we will celebrate 

Mass at 9:00 am and a reception with coffee and 
donuts after Mass. 

A generous donor has decided to give $5000 a year 
to help us reach our goal for the Diocesan Capital 
Campaign. Additionally, this generous donor is     
willing to give an additional $5000 year if the parish 
can collectively raise an additional $5000 a year 
pledge to the campaign. If we succeed at raising the 
additional $5000, we will reach $125,000 for the 
campaign and an additional $30,000 in money will 
come back to the parish to help with building       
projects, faith formation, and our endowments with 
the Diocese. Please consider making a gift to the 
campaign if you have not already made a pledge.  



 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

"The encouragement and the deepening of Eucha-
ristic worship are proofs of the authentic renewal 

which the Council set itself as an aim and of which they are 
the central point." 

- Pope John Paul II, Dominicae Cenae 

Pray for our Seminarians  

Lord Jesus, we ask your special blessing on those preparing for the priesthood in 

our seminaries.  We pray that they will grow in faith, hope and love.  Give them 

courage and perseverance and be their constant companion as they prepare to 

serve you and your people with the fire of your love.  Make them holy as you are 

holy.  Amen. 

Dcn. Dillon Armstrong, John Cooney, Kaleb Mitchell, Riley Helgoe, Brett Rotz, 

Jamie Severson, Anthony Olmes, James Semling, Carter Anderson, Shae Bills, 

Matt Keck, Carson Gorton, and Jake Smith.  

Pray for vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life. 

Catholic Trivia: 

 

In the 15th century, missionaries from the 
west came to Japan with the hopes of 

evangelizing the people and converting 
them to Catholicism. A great number of 

Japanese converted causing concern from 
the Japanese government that the people 
would lose their culture. With this fear in 
mind, in 1630 the Japanese government 

kicked out all missionaries and people from 
the west and forbade the practice of Chris-

tianity. For 200 years, until the next mis-
sionaries arrived in the middle of the 19th 
century, the Christian converts prayed the 
Our Father each Sunday and taught them-
selves the little they knew about the faith. 

They were told to wait until celibate men in 
black robes arrived to teach them the rest 

of the faith.  

 

Holy Cross              
recommends that the 

following be respected: 

 

Christian Burial: 

Notice should be 
made with the priest 
before arrangements 
are made with the  
funeral director.  

  

Social Hall:   

Our Social Hall and 
kitchen may be   

rented out for special 
events. 

 

Please call the office 
for information for any 
of the above notices:      

406-266-4811. 

 

 

Prayer Chain 

Unless requested otherwise after one month prayer request 

names will be removed from the prayer chain:  

Elaine Graveley, Bob Masolo, Fran Wright, Ed and Jean Boucher, Martin and Margy Clark, Shanna 

Montonario, LaReissa Swenson, Jenny Schauber, Kadence Saxton, Tom Grewell and family, Millie 

Sullivan, JL and Janet Jones, Vince Boster, Paulette Obrigewitch, Nicole Ito, Bill and Marilyn 

Lane  

      Holy Cross Parish  

Finances  

 

 

Week ended August 18th  

 

Thank you for           
your generosity 

 

Total Weekly $ 

Budget $2902.00 

Variance -$ 

Please consider a memorial for your loved ones to the 

Holy Cross Cemetery instead of flowers. 

THANK YOU! 

Reminder: The Bishops of Mon-
tana have asked us to abstain 

from meat or some other pleasure 
on Wednesday  until the end of 

election season as a way to reject          
CI-128. If you have any questions 

about this, please let me know.  

This year the Finance Council approved a 
budget with a much higher amount of in-
come needed to sustain the parish. This 
needed increase in income is largely due to 
increased in costs such as insurance premi-
ums and needed supplies for the parish. As 
a way to clarify our need for more income, I 
will list in each bulletin the amount of mon-
ey we brought in through the offertory and 
the amount deficit or surplus from our goal. 
The goal for the year is $148,000 with an 
average amount each week of $2902. I real-
ize that reaching this goal seems like a chal-
lenge. But I believe we can achieve this goal 
and provide for the good of our parish. 
After hearing from several people about 
the financial column, I decided that listing 
the expenses became too confusing. There-
fore, in September, I am going to publish 
the annual budget that the Finance Council 
approved in the bulletin so that everyone 
can see the annual expenses and the way 
we spend our money. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Fr. Cody or speak with 
one of the Finance Council members.  

Pews on Sale!  
We are selling off all of our pews for $200 a pew. 

First come first serve. On September 14th after 
mass we will be removing all the pews from the 
Church and putting them along the hedge in the 

back. The new flooring will be installed starting on 
the 16th and the new pews after that.  We will need 
help removing the pews following Mass on the 14th. 

Once the     project  begins, all Masses will be 
downstairs in the Parish Hall. We will need help 

setting up for Mass each week.  


