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‘nation 63

ieless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due
1eir error” (Rom 1.26~7).

e reasons, then, with death holding greater sway and
emaining fast against human beings, the race of humans
1g, and the human being, made rational and in the
disappearing, and the work made by God was being
For as I said earlier, by the law death thereafter prevailed
ind it was impossible to escape the law, since this had
shed by God on account of the transgression. And what
as truly both absurd and improper. It was absurd, on the
1at, having spoken, God should prove to be lying: that
gislated that the human being would die by death if he
sgress the commandment, yet after the transgression he
die but rather this sentence dissolved. For God would
1, after saying that we would die, the human being did
he other hand, it was improper that what had once been
al and partakers of his Word should perish, and once
to non-being through corruption. It was not worthy of
s of God that those created by him should be corrupted
deceit wrought by the devil upon human beings. And
nely improper that the workmanship of God in human
Id disappear either through their own negligence or
deceit of the demons.
e, since the rational creatures were being corrupted and
were perishing, what should God, being good, do? Per-
1ption prevailing against them and death to seize them?
vas there for their coming into being at the beginning?
r not to have come into being rather than to have come
be neglected and destroyed. The weakness, rather than
s, of God is made known by neglect, if, after creating,
:d his own work to be corrupted, rather than if he had
he human being in the beginning. For not making him,
have been no one considering the weakness, but once
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