
Twenty-Nineth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                      October 20, 2024  

Fr. Cody Williams, Pastor Email: frcwilliams@holycrossmt.org                    

Office: 406-266-4811    

Email: office@holycrossmt.org  

Shawna: RE@holycrossmt.org 

Website: holycrossmt.org 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 610 (101 S. Walnut) 

                    Townsend, Montana 59644 

Weekday Mass Schedule: 

Mass: Monday and Tuesday 9:00a 

Adoration: Monday 9:30a 

Weekend Schedule:   

Confession: Sunday 3:30-4:15p or by appointment 

Mass: Sunday Mass 4:30p 

 Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30a to 12:00p 



Basics of Catholicism part 62 

The Eucharist 

One of the most common complaints and places of confusion in the Catholic Church is who 

can receive Communion. I have dealt with many people who are confused on this matter and 

many who simply do not care. The Catholic Church has closed communion. This means that 

receiving Communion in the Catholic Church is reserved to those who practice the Catholic 

faith and are in a state to worthily receive Communion called the “state of grace.” Although I 

have stated the teaching of the Church, many are confused on the exact implications of these 

words. 

Who is considered Catholic? This question is becoming more important today as many people 

leave the Church and then return later in life. Since we have covered the Sacraments of Initi-

ation, this is a great time to review them. A person who is validly baptized is a member of the 

Catholic Church. This membership is a statement of fact and a character on their soul as 

united with Christ and part of his Church. Yet, we know that one more step separates us 

from full Communion: 1st Communion. Although it is currently separated from the Sacrament 

of Confirmation, it still holds a binding force. Once a person has received 1st Communion, they 

are encouraged to continue receiving Communion with a few exceptions as listed below. 

Therefore, if a person has lapsed from their faith and then returned, the general rule is for the 

person to go to Confession and then they are welcome to receive Communion again. In the 

event that someone has left the Catholic Church, either by changing churches or joining an-

other, then the person needs to go to Confession to be in right relationship with the Church 

again. Confirmation is not necessary for receiving Communion unless the person is in high 

school or an adult and has not received 1st Communion. 

Who is considered “practicing the Catholic faith”? This question is far more complicated than 

it may seem. For instance, when parents want to name godparents, the godparents need to be 

“practicing their faith.” Generally priests set the standard at someone who participates in the 

life of the Church. I know, another vague idea. The Church teaches that a person who actively 

participates in their faith has the following qualities. 1. The person regularly attends Mass on 

Sundays and Holy Days. 2. Contributes to the good of the Church through finances. 3. Partici-

pates in the life of the Church through ministries and other acts of service. 4. Evidences an 

active prayer life. 5. Lives the basic moral teachings of the Church. 

What does “being in right relationship with the Church” mean? Above I hinted on this condi-
tion in several places. Many people argue about the exact definition of “being in right rela-
tionship with the Church.” The following are some of the standard ways of describing this 
quality. 1. A member of only the Catholic Church. Some people think that we are allowed to 
bounce between churches and participate in any Christian denomination. The answer is yes 
and no. We can pray with them, worship with them, and serve with them but not receive 
Communion at any other Christian denomination. These churches are not in communion with 
us and taking communion makes a statement that you are in communion with them and out 
of communion with the Catholic Church. 2. Free from mortal sin. Mortal sins greatly harm 
(break) our relationship with God. If our relationship with God is greatly damaged, how can 
we be in Communion with him? This is the central issue. We need to be free of mortal sins to 
be in right relationship with God and his church. Some common sins that people do not realize 
that break communion with God include being married outside his Church, sexual sins, miss-
ing Mass on Sunday or Holy Days, using the Lord’s name in vain, stealing, murder, and the rest 
of the 10 Commandments. I will cover these in greater detail when we get to the Sacrament 
of Penance. The basic point is that Communion is more than consuming the Body and Blood of 
Jesus. Communion in the Catholic Church is a participation in the life of the Church, sharing 
in the life of God, and a statement of belief in the Church. 

Fr. Cody 

The topic for the next Faith Night is 

Faith and Politics. We printed postcards 

that you can hand out to your friends 

and family to encourage them to come 

to the event. Should faith be involved 

with politics? What is our role in poli-

tics? What is the goal of politics?  



Mass  Schedule 
Monday  

October 21 

Mass 9a 
Monte Armstrong RB Jeff and Kim Koehnke  

Adoration 9:30a 

Faith Night 6p 

Tuesday  
October 22 

Mass 9a 
Kit Moldenhauer RB Missy Cox  

Wednesday  
October 23 

 

Thursday 
October 24 

 

Friday 
October 25 

 

Saturday 
October 26 

Women’s Healing 9a- 12p 

Sunday  

October 27 

Confession 3:30p 

Mass 4:30p 
Parish Family 

RE 5:30p  

 

Ministry Schedule 

Sunday October 27, 2024                           4:30pm 

Greet:                                               Pat and Debbie Miller                            

Lector:                                                Marilyn Vandersloot                                                 

Gifts:                                              Tom and Julie Lethert                                                   

EM:                                Buffy Woodring and Karen Simonich                                    

Money Counters:                       Juanita Bray and Karen Susag           

 

All bulletin information requests need to be submitted at least 
two weeks in advance and by email to   

 

                bulletin@holycrossmt.org.  
 

Requests submitted by texts or calls can not be guaranteed.         
 

Bulletin deadline is Monday at 10a  

TWO weeks in advance  

 

 

 

 

 

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

10-27-2024 

Reading 1:                       Jeremiah 31:7-9                       

Psalm:                    126:1-2ab,2cd-3,4-5,6            

Reading 2:                         Hebrews 5:1-6                  

Gospel:                           Mark 10:46-52      

Sc r i p t u r e  R ead ing s   

The new email address for any information 
for the bulletin or advertisements is          

bulletin@holycrossmt.org. 

We are going to print new parish 
directories soon. If you have a 
new phone number or address, 
please contact the parish office 

so that we can have correct     
information. 

Circles sign-up will    
continue for 1 more 

week. Circles are small 
groups within the parish 
whose main goal is to 

support each other on the 
walk of faith as well as 
find ways to service our 
parish and the Townsend 
community. The circles 

are no more than 20  
families with the goal of 

meeting on a semi-annual 
basis to grow in          

fellowship and support. I 
encourage everyone in 

the parish to join a circle. 
The sign-up sheets for the 
Circles are in the parish 
center on folding tables. 
Please consider joining a 

Circle.  

mailto:bulletin@holycrossmt.org


Finance Council:  

John Rauser,     

Tim McAlpine,    

Tacy Swanton,   

Pat Miller,      

Monica Benton 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

"The Lord ‘hath set His tabernacle in the sun,’ 
says the Psalmist. The sun is Mary’s heart." 

- St. Peter Julian Eymard (in speaking of Our Lord in the 
Most Blessed Sacrament) 

Pray for our Seminarians  

Lord Jesus, we ask your special blessing on those preparing for the priesthood in 

our seminaries.  We pray that they will grow in faith, hope and love.  Give them 

courage and perseverance and be their constant companion as they prepare to 

serve you and your people with the fire of your love.  Make them holy as you are 

holy.  Amen. 

Dcn. Dillon Armstrong, John Cooney, Kaleb Mitchell, Riley Helgoe, Brett Rotz, 

Jamie Severson, Anthony Olmes, James Semling, Carter Anderson, Shae Bills, 

Matt Keck, Carson Gorton, and Jake Smith.  

Pray for vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life. 

Did you know? 

Did you know that we have three different 
cloths that all have the face of Jesus on them? 
The Shroud of Turin is the best known of the 
three. This cloth covered the body of Jesus 

while he was in the tomb. The image is burned 
onto this cloth and is in 3D. The Veil of Veronica 

is the cloth that wiped the face of Jesus while 
he was on the way to the Cross. After wiping his 
face, the cloth had the image of Jesus’ face on 

it. The final cloth is the least known of the 
three: the Sudarium or Sudarium of Oviedo. 
This cloth covered the face of Jesus while he 

was in the tomb. The Sudarium covered his face 
and contains an image in blood while the 

Shroud of Turin covered the whole body and is 
a 3D image of the entire body as a negative im-

age.  

Holy Cross              
recommends that the 

following be respected: 

 

Christian Burial: 

Notice should be 
made with the priest 
before arrangements 
are made with the  
funeral director.  

  

Social Hall:   

Our Social Hall and 
kitchen may be   

rented out for special 
events. 

 

Please call the office 
for information for any 
of the above notices:      

406-266-4811. 

Prayer Chain 
Beginning September 29 bulletin unless otherwise requested after one month 

prayer request names will be removed from the prayer chain 

John Clark, Martin and Margy Clark, Bill and Marilyn Lane 

      Holy Cross Parish  

Finances  

 

Week ended October 6th  

Thank you for           
your generosity 

Total Weekly $2,438.32 

Budget $2902.00 

Variance -$463.68 

Please consider a memorial for your loved ones to the 

Holy Cross Cemetery instead of flowers. 

THANK YOU! 

Reminder: The Bishops of Montana 
have asked us to abstain from meat or 

some other pleasure on Wednesday  un-
til the end of election season as a way to 
reject  CI-128. If you have any questions 

about this, please let me know.  

Magnificats  
It’s that time of year again to 

start planning for next years 

Magnificat subscriptions. They 

offer regular print and large 

print. Regular print is $39 each 

and large print is $ 69 each. 

Please order and pay at the  

parish office.                              

Orders are due by October 23rd.  

Help needed: 
 

The following tasks are some areas around the church 
that need attention. If you are willing to work on or 
complete these tasks, please contact Fr. Cody. 

Spraying for bugs 

Repainting the parking stripes and stop bars 

Trimming the hedge 

Replacing the rusted sleeve on the vent 

We are in need of volunteers to help with RE dinner. 
Dinners will feed all ages of the youth and their fami-
lies, therefore, we should plan on feeding around 80 
people every Sunday. Please consider either providing 
a full meal (planning, purchasing food & cooking) or 
simply preparing/cooking a meal with food that the 
parish purchases, either help would be greatly appreci-
ated. We encourage you to partner up with another 
member/family of the parish to help ease the burden 
of feeding that many people.  

Donation Price Match 

September 1st through November 30th, Town Pump will match any donations to 

our Broadwater Food Pantry dollar for dollar!  

How Can You Donate? 

• Drop off at the Food Pantry on Broadway first or third Fridays 9:30-11a or  

Saturday 9-10:45a.  

• Donation boxes at Bob’s Supermarket 

• Mail in to PO Box 1164, Townsend, MT 59644 

• Come to our booth at Fall Fest, October 4th-6th 

 

The Food Pantry is in need of grocery bags 

People can drop off meat at Tizer Meats and the food pantry pays for the                  

processing 

You can dress as your favorite saint or just come and enjoy the festivities.  

Pastoral Council:  

Jesse Swenson, 

Mary Ellen Schnur,            

Karee Eichinger, 

Michael Fisette, 

John Bleile  

As the prices for everything 
continue to rise, so do the 
expenses of the Church. I 

strongly encourage everyone 
to consider the ways they 

can continue to support our 
church. One great way to 

support the parish is through 
increasing your offering, Eve-
ry little bit counts. The sec-
ond way is by providing sup-
port through time and talent. 
We have many projects that 
need to be completed and we 
either have to hire someone 

to do it or find someone with 
the expertise. Regardless, our 
goal is to at least break even 
with our expenses by the end 

of the fiscal year.  


