
Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time                                      November 3, 2024  

Fr. Cody Williams, Pastor Email: frcwilliams@holycrossmt.org                    

Office: 406-266-4811    

Email: office@holycrossmt.org  

Shawna: RE@holycrossmt.org 

Website: holycrossmt.org 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 610 (101 S. Walnut) 

                    Townsend, Montana 59644 

Weekday Mass Schedule: 

Mass: Monday and Tuesday 9:00a 

Adoration: Monday 9:30a 

Weekend Schedule:   

Confession: Sunday 3:30-4:15p or by appointment 

Mass: Sunday Mass 4:30p 

 Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30a to 12:00p 



Answering the challenges to pro-life stances 

Although this bulletin column is rather late in the debate, I believe that its content is still valuable 

for anyone trying to defend our pro-life stance especially in connection with abortion. Often the 

proponents of abortion use various examples to support their opinion such as rape, incest, the 

mother’s life is in danger, and the well-being of the child. The Church has stances on all these is-

sues. As I have been talking with people, I realized that most people do not know the way that the 

Church has already delt with these challenges. If you would like to read more about the Church’s 

stance on medical issues, I recommend you read the document produced by the USCCB titled 

“Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic Health Care Services.”  

Challenge: abortion should be allowed because the health of the mother could be in danger.  

Yes, we encounter many situations in which the health of the mother could be in danger due to 

her pregnancy. Actually, the number of complications due to pregnancies is increasing even with 

our more advanced medical technology. Although I would like to give a hard-and-fast rule for 

when a mother’s life is in danger, the issues surrounding a life-and-death situation are immensely 

complicated. Nevertheless, the Church does have a stance on the situation of a pregnancy endan-

gering a woman’s life. Ethically speaking, we can birth a child early. Birthing a child early is not 

considered a direct assault on either the mother’s life nor the child’s life. With our advances in 

medical technology, a child could survive outside the womb as early as by the 22nd week. Even if 

the chance of the child surviving is incredibly low, the decision to birth the child early to protect 

the mother’s life is still an ethically permissible decision. The biggest challenge is that most moth-

ers want to wait until the last possible moment in case something changes. Most mothers do not 

want anything to happen to their children or take chances on the child’s life. 

Challenge: In situations of rape, a woman should not have to bear a child conceived through rape. 

Absolutely. We agree with the proponents of abortion on this point. A woman who is raped should 

not have to bear the consequence of bearing a child. The Church states that in this case contra-

ceptive use is a morally permissible decision. Contraceptives can be used up to three days after the 

rape to help prevent pregnancy. The only major challenge is that once the child is conceived it is a 

human being with dignity. I can only hope that we allow women to know this allowance so that 

we can prevent pregnancies from such a horrific crime.  

Challenge: children conceived through incest should be aborted.  

Ok, we need to pause on this issue. First, studies show that less than 0.5% of abortion are due to 

rape. This leads to an argument called the fallacy of extreme cases. Instead of forming a moral ar-

gument to explain or make a stance on a situation, we use the extremes to justify a stance. 

Hence, because 0.5% of abortion are from an incestuous situation, abortion should be allowed for 

everyone. No. This stance is wrong: the extremes do not justify the morality of abortion for all. 

Second, if pregnancy caused through incest is this common, we need to address the issue of incest 

in our society instead of encouraging abortion. Third, in most cases of incest in which an abortion 

is sought, these situations would be considered rape and should fall in the same category as rape.  

I write this column to provide you with the Church’s stance on these medical and ethical issues. 
Yet, I want to end with a much more important note. All of these situations are sad and usually 
traumatic for all those involved. Although we can use these arguments and examples to help make 
our point, the far more useful tactic is to show compassion to those hurt by difficult situations 
that led to their pregnancies. A little compassion goes a long way. Please continue to pray for all 
those contemplating abortion, those struggling in a difficult pregnancy, those facing ethical dilem-
mas, and for those injured and hurt through abortion.  

 

Fr. Cody 



Mass  Schedule 
Monday  

November 4 

Mass 9a 
Monte Armstrong RB Susan Aced 

Adoration 9:30a 

Cathol icism 201 7p 

Tuesday  
November 5 

Mass 9a 
Cathy Armstrong RB Susan Aced 

Wednesday  
November 6 

 

Thursday 
November 7 

 

Friday 
November 8 

 

Saturday 
November 9 

Chosen Movie 7p 

Sunday  

November 10 

Confession 3:30p 

Mass 4:30p 
Parish Family 

RE 5:30p  

 

Ministry Schedule 

Sunday November 10, 2024                           4:30pm 

Greet:                                            Harold and Laura Gibbs                                                  

Lector:                                                         Megan Bleile                       

Gifts:                                                      Eichinger Family 

EM:                                          John Bleile and Alex Estrada  

Money Counters:                  Karee Eichinger and Kristi Gersch 

 

All bulletin information requests need to be submitted at least 
two weeks in advance and by email to   

 

                bulletin@holycrossmt.org.  
 

Requests submitted by texts or calls can not be guaranteed.         
 

Bulletin deadline is Monday at 10a  

TWO weeks in advance  

 

 

 

 

 

Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

11-10-2024 

Reading 1:                        1 Kings 17:10-16              

Psalm:                     146:6c-7,8-9a,9bc-10          

Reading 2:                     Hebrews 9:24-28                    

Gospel:            Mark 12:38-44 or 12:41-44                       

Sc r i p t u r e  R ead ing s   

The new email address for any information 
for the bulletin or advertisements is          

bulletin@holycrossmt.org 

Catholicism 201 has begun! The sessions are on Mondays 
from 7-8:30 pm. You can also join a livestream version on 
Thursdays from 6-7:30. If you would like to join, send an 

email to Fr. Cody.  

mailto:bulletin@holycrossmt.org


Finance Council:  

John Rauser      

Tim McAlpine     

Tacy Swanton    

Pat Miller       

Monica Benton 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

"Christ held Himself in His hands when He gave 
His Body to His disciples saying: 'This is My 

Body.' No one partakes of this Flesh before he has adored 
it," 

- St. Augustine 

Pray for our Seminarians  

Lord Jesus, we ask your special blessing on those preparing for the priesthood in 

our seminaries.  We pray that they will grow in faith, hope and love.  Give them 

courage and perseverance and be their constant companion as they prepare to 

serve you and your people with the fire of your love.  Make them holy as you are 

holy.  Amen. 

Dcn. Dillon Armstrong, John Cooney, Kaleb Mitchell, Riley Helgoe, Brett Rotz, 

Jamie Severson, Anthony Olmes, James Semling, Carter Anderson, Shae Bills, 

Matt Keck, Carson Gorton, and Jake Smith.  

Pray for vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life. 

Did you know? 

Cologne Cathedral in Cologne Germany is 
managed by 12 canon priests, priests who 

live in community and take care of the 
church. Since the 8th century, these canon 

priests are allowed to select their own bish-
op. The pope sends them three candidates 
of his approval and then they select on of 

those candidates as the next bishop. This is 
one of the few places in the world where 
the authority to select a bishop is outside 

the Vatican. This authority was given during 
the time of the Holy Roman Emperor who 
was crowned in Cologne and the city was 
given special prestige due to this status.  

 

Holy Cross              
recommends that the 

following be respected: 

 

Christian Burial: 

Notice should be 
made with the priest 
before arrangements 
are made with the  
funeral director.  

  

Social Hall:   

Our Social Hall and 
kitchen may be   

rented out for special 
events. 

 

Please call the office 
for information for any 
of the above notices:      

406-266-4811. 

Prayer Chain 
Beginning September 29 bulletin unless otherwise requested after one month 

prayer request names will be removed from the prayer chain 

John Clark, Martin and Margy Clark, Bill and Marilyn Lane 

      Holy Cross Parish  

Finances  

 

Week ended October 27th 

Thank you for           
your generosity 

Total Weekly $1,396.00 

Budget $2902.00 

Variance -$1,506.00 

Please consider a memorial for your loved ones to the 

Holy Cross Cemetery instead of flowers. 

THANK YOU! 

Help needed: 
 

The following tasks are some areas around the church 
that need attention. If you are willing to work on or 
complete these tasks, please contact Fr. Cody. 

Repainting the parking stripes and stop bars 

Trimming the hedge 

We are in need of volunteers to help with RE dinner. 
Dinners will feed all ages of the youth and their fami-
lies, therefore, we should plan on feeding around 80 
people every Sunday. Please consider either providing 
a full meal (planning, purchasing food & cooking) or 
simply preparing/cooking a meal with food that the 
parish purchases, either help would be greatly appreci-
ated. We encourage you to partner up with another 
member/family of the parish to help ease the burden 
of feeding that many people.  

We are going to print new parish 
directories soon. If you have a 
new phone number or address, 
please contact the parish office 

so that we can have correct    
information. 

Donation Price Match 

September 1st through November 30th, Town Pump will match any donations to 

our Broadwater Food Pantry dollar for dollar!  

How Can You Donate? 

• Drop off at the Food Pantry on Broadway first or third Fridays 9:30-11a or  

Saturday 9-10:45a.  

• Donation boxes at Bob’s Supermarket 

• Mail in to PO Box 1164, Townsend, MT 59644 

• Come to our booth at Fall Fest, October 4th-6th 

 

The Food Pantry is in need of grocery bags 

People can drop off meat at Tizer Meats and the food pantry pays for the                  

processing 

Pastoral Council:  

Jesse Swenson  

Mary Ellen Schnur             

Karee Eichinger  

Michael Fisette  

John Bleile  

As the prices for everything 
continue to rise, so do the ex-

penses of the Church. I strongly 
encourage everyone to consider 
the ways they can continue to 
support our church. One great 
way to support the parish is 

through increasing your offer-
ing, Every little bit counts. The 
second way is by providing sup-
port through time and talent. 
We have many projects that 
need to be completed and we 

either have to hire someone to 
do it or find someone with the 

expertise. Regardless, our goal is 
to at least break even with our 
expenses by the end of the fis-

cal year.  

The Annual Catholic Appeal has kicked off to raise   
money for the yearly expenses of the Diocese. Our 
parish goal for this year is $21,900. Donation       
envelopes are available on the information table at 

the front of the church or you can donate online by going to             
diocesehelena.org.  


