
Fr. Cody Will iams, Pastor Email: frcwill iams@holycrossmt.org                    

Office: 406-266-4811    

Email: office@holycrossmt.org  

Shawna: RE@holycrossmt.org 

Website: holycrossmt.org 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 610 (101 S. Walnut) 

                    Townsend, Montana 59644 

Weekday Mass Schedule: 

Mass: Monday and Tuesday 9:00a 

Adoration: Monday 9:30a 

Weekend Schedule:   

Confession: Sunday 3:30-4:15p or by appointment 

Mass: Sunday Mass 4:30p 

 Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30a to 12:00p 

 First Sunday in Lent                  February 22, 2026 



Basics of Catholicism part 124 

 

The ends of marriage 

The Sacrament of Marriage has two principal ends or goals. These form the     

purposes of marriage and the value of marriage. The two ends of marriage are: 

the good of the spouses and the procreation of children.  

The good of the spouses: 

One of the important goals of marriage is the mutual care of the married couple. 

One of the options for the vows states: “for better or for worse, for richer or for 

poor, in good times and in bad.” These vows explain that each person of the    

couple knows that they are vowing to care for their spouse in any situation that 

may arise. This marriage is not just for convenience or for love. They do not marry 

because it is forced upon them or they don’t have a better option. Marriage is the 

free gift to care for a singular person for the rest of your life and to care for the 

good of that person. The good of the spouse is also a spiritual good. The ultimate 

goal of any married couple is to lead each other to Heaven. Therefore, the first  

essential end of marriage is the mutual care of the two people in the couple for 

as long as they shall live.  

The procreation of children: 

God is three in one and one in three. We do not believe in only one person in God 

nor that we have two gods. This starting point is important for understanding the 

second end of marriage: the procreation of children. Love is always unitive and 

procreative. A good friendship brings life into both friends and helps them to   

support and encourage one another. Love is also life-giving. Love seeks to bring 

new life into the world and to share that new life with the world. The same     

applies to the nature of God, from whom this end is derived. God could have been 

Father and Son. The love shared between the Father and the Son would be     

compared to a strong and life-giving friendship. From eternity, however, love    

always gives life and forms another. Therefore, the love shared between the     

Father and the Son is so strong and complete that it manifests itself in the third 

person of the Trinity who is the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the love shared    

between the Father and the Son which is so life-giving that it proceeds the third 

person of the Trinity completing the relationship. The same applies to married 

couples. Their marriages are meant to be life-giving and to produce children.    

Today, this end is becoming complicated. Does every married couple need to have 

children in order to have a valid marriage? No. The desire for children and for their 

marriage to be life-giving is necessary. The life-giving nature of marriage can 

manifest itself in biological children, adopted children, care for the children of the 

community, a motherly or fatherly care for all people, or even a desire to give 

their lives for the good of the community. All of these bring life through the joy 

to the love shared in the bonds of marriage.  

 

Fr. Cody 



Mass  Schedule 
Monday  

February 23 

Mass 9:00a                  
Seminarians 
Adoration 9:30a 

Tuesday  
February 24 

Mass 9:00a                  
Mary Garman rb Lynn Doherty 

Wednesday  
February 25 

 

Thursday 
February 26 

 

Friday 
February 27 

 

Saturday 
February 28 

 

Sunday  

March 1    

Confession 3:30p                 

Mass 4:30p  
Parish Family 

5:30p –7:30p RE  

Parish potlucks 

Every 4th Sunday of the month we have a parish 

potluck where anyone can bring a dish or come 

down and enjoy some good food. As part of the 

desire for the circles to be more active in the      

parish, I am assigning a circle to each potluck 

as the point group for the potluck. Their             

responsibility is to set-up, clean-up, and help 

make sure there is enough food. Anyone is      

welcome to bring food and help. The circle’s     

responsibility is to facilitate the potluck. If you 

have any concerns or questions, please contact 

Fr. Cody. 

February 22: Hope 

March 22: Love 

April 26: Peace 

 

Ministry Schedule 
Sunday March 1, 2026                           4:30pm 

Greet:                                                       Pat and Debbie Miller  

Altar Servers:             Alex Weiss, Brendan Estrada, and Taylor Bleile 

Lector:                       Debbie Miller 

Gifts:                                              Larry and Buffy Woodring 

EM:                                             Tacy Swanton and Joy Haggard 

Money Counters:                     Tacy Swanton and Bernadette Swenson 

 

 

 

 

Second Sunday in Lent 

03-01-2026 

Reading 1:                      Genesis 12:71-4a 

Psalm:                      33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22 

Reading 2:                   2 Timothy 1:8-10 

Gospel:                   Matthew 17:1-9

Sc r i p t u r e  R ead ing s   
Pray for our Seminarians                                                                                    

Lord Jesus, we ask your special blessing on those preparing for the priesthood in our seminaries.  

We pray that they will grow in faith, hope and love.  Give them courage and perseverance and be 

their constant companion as they prepare to serve you and your people with the fire of your love.  

Make them holy as you are holy.  Amen. 

Deacon Kaleb Mitchell, Riley Helgoe, Brett Rotz, Anthony Olmes, James Semling, Jamie                 

Severson, Carter Anderson, Shae Bills, Matt Keck,  Carson Gorton, Jake Smith, Liam Aippersback, 

Ryan Frampton, and Mason Yochum                                                                                              

Pray for vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life. 

      Holy Cross Parish Contributions 

Week ending February 15th  

Envelopes $1,075.00 

Loose $321.51 

Online $285.00 

Total Weekly Contribution $1,681.51 

Total Weekly Goal                            $2,629.31 

Monthly Summary  

Week 1 $2,483.00 

Week 2 $1,140.13 

Week 3 $1,681.51 

Week 4  

Total Monthly Contribution $5,304.64 

Total Year to Date $119,929.53 

Yearly Goal $140,000.00 

Prayer Chain 

Unless otherwise requested , after one month prayer request names will be removed from the  prayer 

chain 

John Clark, Martin and Margy Clark, Marilyn Lane, Shanna Montonario, Kadence Saxton,  Don 

and Jenny Schauber, Judy & Franklin Silifka, Repose of the soul of Mary Garman, Karen   

Simonich, Stover family 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

"Lord, I shall see you no more 
with the eyes of the flesh..." 

- St. John of the Cross (to the Host 
which had been brought to him) 

 Annual Catholic Appeal 

Holy Cross Parish Goal: 

$21,900.00 

 

We have currently reached 48% of our     
parish goal, with $11,175 to go! 



          

 

Join us for an adult group that will meet after mass on 

Sundays during RE class times. The adult group will      

discuss and  explore the same topics as the youth. This 

year’s focus is on Sacraments, the Mass, and prayer.  

Parents that join can continue the discussion and     

learning at home with their children. 

Youth Schedule 

2/22/26: RE Class (What is Prayer) 

3/1/2026: RE Class (Sung Prayer) 

3/8/2026: RE Class  (Memorized Prayers) 

3/15/2026: RE Class (Personal Prayer) 

 

Holy Cross Youth Ski Day      

Rescheduled to 

Friday,                                     

March 6th 

Showdown Ski Hill 

Join us for a fun day of skiing. Holy Cross will pay for the 

youth’s lift ticket and lunch. Any child younger than 6th 

grade needs to be accompanied by a parent. Please scan 

the QR code to register. If your child was already          

registered for the original ski day, no need to register 

again, but please contact Father Cody or Shawna Wickens 

if your child was registered but can not attend on the 

new ski date. 

 

Middle School/High School Youth Lock-in 

Friday March 6th 6:00 pm to                                       

Saturday, March 7th 8:00 am                                       

Holy Cross Parish Center 

Holy Cross middle school and high school youth are 

invited to a lock-in where they will spend the night 

enjoying food, games, fun and fellowship. If your 

child would like to attend please 

scan the QR code to register them. 

Contact Father Cody or Shawna 

Wickens with any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Stations of the Cross 

Wednesdays during Lent 

5:30pm 

No Meal will follow 

                                                                                            Eucharistic Congress will have dedicated junior high 

and high school tracks for the weekend.  Junior high 

and high school youth may attend either with their 

parent/guardian or a Virtus certified adult chaperone. 

Please contact Shawna Wickens if your junior high or 

high school youth would like to attend, but will not be 

attending with a parent/guardian, so chaperones can 

be arranged. 


