Welcome Pat Miller! We have hired Pat Miller as
our maintenance manager. His role is to care for

our building and grounds. Please welcome him to

our team.

Mass for the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary is on Friday, August 15th at 6:30 pm.

Calling all parents! We are having a meeting for all par-
ents who want their kids to participate in RE this year on
Sunday, August 17th after Mass. | want to hear from you
on how we can help support you and make RE a positive
experience for your kids.
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CYC BOARD

2025-2026

MEETING DATES:

+ AUG. 22-24 (LEGENDARY LODGE
« OCT. 10-12 [EAST HELENA

+ DEC. 5-6 (DEER LODGE

+ FEB.6-8 BUTTE

Our mission is to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with every young person in our
Diocese. The Catholic Youth Coalition Board helps us accomplish this mission by
forming, equipping, and sending young people to be servant leaders and witnesses
to the Gospel in their own families, parishes, schools, and communities.

We welcome high school youth (grades 9-12) on the CYC Board who are willing to
make the commitment. CYC Board is especially for those young people who are
actively participating in their parish and are looking for further opportunities to help
lead, plan, and facilitate diocesan youth ministry initiatives. EEEE

REGISTER NOW!

Info & Registration:
DIOCESEHELENA.ORG/CYCBOARD
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Attention Men of (\ﬂ gQ

Holy Cross Parish!

Our local Knights of Columbus Council # 2360 is hosting a “Men of
the Parish” barbeque and you are invited. Join us for food, drink
and fellowship on August 16™ beginning at 1400. The bbg will be
held at Tony Van Houdt’s house located at 7 Spencer Drive (north
of Townsend — near the Silos). Drinks, hamburgers, brats and
steaks will be provided. Please bring a side dish or desert to share.
For planning purposes, if you plan to attend, please RSVP using the
attached QR Code.

We are hiring!

Commercial Cleaner ($16/hour, 35 hours/month)

The role of the Commercial Cleaner is to maintain the
cleanliness of our building. The job description is on
our website and on the info table in the Narthex. If

you are interested in applying, please send an

application to Fr. Cody.

U, YOUTH SUMMER EVENTS

mg “Experience the Bible”

Transfiguration
August 6th
11:00am - 4:00pm
Open to all ages PreK through high school!
Lunch provided!

Join us for our Experiencing the Bible summer youth events
where the youth will participate outdoors in activities and
lessons that focus on learning about specific events from
the Bible and Jesus’s life. For this session we will be taking a
short hike to Memorial Falls near White Sulphur Springs,
celebrate mass, have lunch and discuss the transfiguration.
Ages 7 and younger need to be accompanied by a parent.
We are asking all youth to pre-register for @

this event so plans for travel can be made.
Scan the QR code to register or contact
Shawna Wickens by August 5th.

LET'S PRAY THE ROSARY:
SUNDAYS @ 4:00 ‘
AUGUST 3 - JOYFUL MYSTERIES
AUGUST 10 - LUMANOUS MYSTERIES
AUGUST 17 - SORROWFUL MYSTERIES «
AUGUST 24- GLORIOUS MYSTERIES

AUGUST 31 - JOYFUL MYSTERIES &=

T #ef Cros /24

July 27, 2025

Fr. Cody Williams, Pastor Email: frcwilliams@holycrossmt org
Office: U06-266-U811
Email: office@holycrossmt org
Shawna: RE@holycrossmt.org
Website: holycrossmt org
Mailing address: PO. Box 610 (101 S. Walnut)
Townsend, Montana S9cU44

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
\/

Weehday Mass Schedule:
Mass: Monday and Tuesday 9:00a
Adoration: Monday 9:30a
Weehend Schedule:
Confession: Sunday 3:30-U4:15p or by appointment
Mass: Sunday Mass 4:30p
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30a to 12:00p
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'HI . BACKIN
ORDINARY TIME, BEE-EVERY DAY
[S EXTRAORDINARY,

A GIFT FROM GOD,
AND CAN BE AN OUTBURST OF
'GOD’S GRACE AND'MERCY.
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Basics of Catholicism part 94
The Sacrament of Holy Orders

The decrees of the Council of Trent reshaped and redefined the priesthood in a way unprecedented
to its time. This new shape of the priesthood had many consequences. On a positive side, priests
were better trained, had a greater sense of their identity, and many of the abuses in the church
slowly vanished.

The priest acted as the sacramental minster to his flock. Some priests, like diocesan priests, cared
for their flock through the celebration of the Mass, teaching during sermons, and caring for the
sick. The administrative function of priests is a rather modern condition. The sacramental role of
the priest coupled with the clarifications on the structure and celebration of the Mass caused a di-
vision between the people and the priest. The priest represented the Church. As long as he presid-
ed over the Mass, the Mass was valid. No one needed to be present for the Mass to be considered
a valid and well-celebrated Mass. The role of the people was to be present and follow along; they
had no roles. This caused a sharp division and distinction between the people and the priest.

Many elements of modern society continued to expand the rift between the priest and the people.
Priests were exempted from public services, military service, paying taxes (even though they had
no money), and from many other aspects of society required by normal citizens. Priests were
cared for by the church and the people. Those who were poor considered priesthood as a way out
of poverty since they were guaranteed a meal and a place to live. Priests are the vicar of Christ
and are therefore different and separate from everyone else.

The Council of Trent clarified that a man is called to the priesthood and gives his life for the sake
of serving the church. Where does marriage fit into this picture? Although the Church defined
marriage as a Sacrament dating back to the Council of Chalcedon, priesthood was considered a
higher and supernatural call whereas marriage is a natural call which is lower than Holy Orders.
Many felt that their lives would have more meaning or they are more likely to be saints by choos-
ing a call to Holy Orders as opposed to marriage. This mentality led to a further exaltation of the
priesthood as well as diminishing the sacrament of Matrimony.

In the midst of this redefinition and new identity, priests took on a variety of roles connected with
the nature of the priest. Many were excited about their new role in evangelization. A new fervor
came through the priests who felt their job was to evangelize and bring the message of Christ to
the world. Through this new identity, priests were seen as the primary evangelists removing that
role from the people. Priests were trained, knew theology and the teachings of the church, and had
the time and authority. Now that priests could preach, sermons during Mass and lectures outside
of Mass were long so that the people could be taught. The primary education of the people in the
ways of faith was during Mass. The priesthood has many challenges but was also on a better track
than it had been for many centuries. Enter the 2™ Vatican Council.

Fr. Cody

Holy Gross Parish
Fnances

Week ended July 20th

Totd for the week $29%3.99
budget $2629.31
Variance $344.08
Year to0 Date

Total $7,800.40
budget $140.000.00
Variance $132,199.60
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Schedvle

NO Mass or Adoration

NO Mass

NO Mass, Adoration or confession

confession 3:30p
Mass 4:30p
Parish Family

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
08-03-2025

Pray for our Seminarians

Lord Jesus, we ask your special blessing on those preparing for the priesthood in our semi-
naries. We pray that they will grow in faith, hope and love. Give them courage and perse-
verance and be their constant companion as they prepare to serve you and your people

with the fire of your love. Make them holy as you are holy. Amen.

John Cooney, Kaleb Mitchell, Riley Helgoe, Brett Rotz, Jamie Severson, Anthony Olmes,
James Semling, Carter Anderson, Shae Bills, Matt Keck, Carson Gorton, and Jake Smith.

Pray for vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life.

Reading |: Ecclesiastes 12 2:21-23
Psalm: a0:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14, I7
Reading 2: Colossians 3:1-5, -1
Gospel: Luke 12:13-21

There will be no week day Mass or
Adoration on the following dates:
7/28, and 7/29

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

"Put your sins in the chalice for the
precious blood to wash away. One drop
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| - Mother Teresa of Calcutta

Sunday August 3. 2025

Prayer Chain

Unless otherwise requested , after one month prayer request names will be removed from the prayer

chain

John Clark, Martin and Margy Clark, Marilyn Lane, Shanna Montonario, Kadence Saxton,
Kammy Law, Shelly Whitman, Tom Aced, Richard Mgjszak, Repose for the soul of Marlyn
Gagen, Mary Garman, Don and Jenny Schauber

Ministry Schedule
4:30pm

Greet:

Gifts:
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Money Counters:

Anthony and Paula Vantfoudt |
Fran Wright |

Fisette Family \

Alex Estrada and John Bleile i
Tom and Julie Lethert !



