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Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time August 31, 2025
(O

Fr. Cody Williams, Pastor Email: frcwilliams@holycrossmt org
Office: U06-200-4811

Weehday Mass Schedule:
Mass: Monday and Tuesday 9:00a

Adoration: Monday 9:30a Email: office@holycrossmt org
Weehkend Schedule: Shawna: RE@holycrossmt.org
Confession: Sunday 3:30-U4:15p or by appointment Website: holycrossmt.org
Mass' Sunday Mass 4-:30p Mailing address: PO. Box 610 (101 S. Walnut)
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 2:30a to 12:00p Townsend, Montana 596Ut

ORDINARY TIME, BEEEVERY DAY
IS EXTRAORDINARY,

A GIFT FROM GOD
AND CAN BE AN OUT”B@URST OF
GOD’S GRACE AND MERCY
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Basics of Catholicism part 99

The Rite of Ordination of a Deacon

Following the promises, the rite takes a more spiritual turn. The deacon candidate, the
one who is about to be ordained a deacon, lays prostrate on the floor. This gesture is one
of supplication. As he lays on the floor of the cathedral, the people sing the Litany of the
Saints. Think about what this moment represents. This man is laying down his life for
service to the church and the people of the church. Yet, this is not some simple gesture.
As we reflect on this moment, we are also calling upon the Saints of the Church to pray
for this man and help him in his new role of service to the Church. The same gesture is
used in the consecration of a religious. In the Benedictine tradition, the man is covered
with the cuculla. It’s kRind of like an outer coat. This coat symbolizes death to self, it’s
worhn for special occasions and he is buried in it. Nevertheless, this moment in both reli-
gious professions and ordinations symbolize death to self.

Once the Litany of the Saints concludes, the man rises from the floor and the Ordination
Rite continues with the Prayer of Ordination. The bishop comes and lays his hands on the
man’s head. This gesture is one of the oldest in the church. Going back to the Old Testa-
ment times, the laying on of hands was used to anoint kings, prophets, and priests. We
continue the tradition today. Now it symbolizes connection with the apostolic line. As
the apostles ordained priests and deacons, so too do we carry on that lineage connecting
the newly ordained man to the apostles. During this moment, the bishop says the prayer
of ordination. The prayer recalls the moment the apostles chose the first deacons, the
ministry and purpose of deacons, and asks for God’s help for the newly ordained to fulfill
this role. At this moment, the man is how a deacon. His soul is configured to Christ and
he is officially a deacon.

After the bishop has concluded the Prayer of Ordination, the rest of the deacons
(sometimes priests included) all process forward to lay hands on the newly ordained dea-
con. This moment shows the connection between the newly ordained deacon and the or-
der of deacons; he is part of a brotherhood of deacons.

The next part of the rites continues with the symbols of the newly ordinated man and his
role as a deacon. Next the deacon is vested in the vestments of a deacon. The two prima-
ry vestments are the stole and the dalmatic. The stole is a sign of authority, ministry,
and role. Deacons always wear their stoles from the shoulder to the hip. This allows their
arms to be free to assist the priest in his role. The dalmatic looks very similar to the
priestly garb called the chasuble. Although it has several main differences. The dalmatic
has sleeves allowing for greater freedom of movement of the arms. Similarly, it usually
has two stripes down the front whereas a chasuble has one. Lastly, it is clasped on the
side causing it to look more like a tunic whereas the chasuble is open on the side. The
deacon is always vested by either another deacon or a priest. You are not allowed to vest
yourself. This moment shows the induction into the order of deacons as well as the spir-
itual truth that we do not call ourselves but God calls us and gives us our role.

Fr. Cody

HELP NEEDED' There are sign up sheets in the Narthex
N to volunteer to help with this event.
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The Diocese of Helena is seeking an experienced, creative, and R @ e e
LEARN MORE TODAY - operollonully*mmde»d financial professional QorV\pgtlllve salary, chk 2 $l,5l4'-78 g PT Mb r L}
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The Food Pantry needs our |:IelP. Twice a month the Come learn about the life of Tota Year to Date $20,493.26 Septermiver &
Food Pantry is open to provide food for those who Servant of God Nicholas Black Elk ,
need some extra assistance. Due to limited support Yearly Gool §140,000.00 aund Confession 3:30p
for the weeks the Food Bank is open, Holy Cross will o
now help out during the months of February, June, Mass 4:30p
and September. If you are interested in helping or Speaker: Deacon William J. White, THanK HOU For HOUF 8enerOS|Tg Septemboer 7 Parish Family
would like more information, sign up sheets will be Postulator for Cause of Canonization for Nicholas Black Elk
available on the table in the Narthex during those
Tuesday, September 23 @ 5:30 pm
months or you can contact Paul VanHoudt. The v _p ] @ ] P
Food Bank has returned to it’s normal location. St. Mary Catholic Community Social Center Pray for our Seminarians
Please mail monetary donations directly to the A light dinner will be served Lord Jesus, we ask your special blessing on those preparing for the priesthood in our semi-
Food Pantry. The address is: A free will offering would be appreciated naries. We pray that they will grow in faith, hope and love. Give them courage and perse-
Broadwater Food Pantry Sponsored by: Saint Mary’s Catholic Community and Our Lady of verance and ,be their constant companion as they prepare to serve you and your people
he Valley Church with the fire of your love. Make them holy as you are holy. Amen.
PO Box 1164 the
x John Cooney, Kaleb Mitchell, Riley Helgoe, Brett Rotz, Jamie Severson, Anthony Olmes,
Townsend, MT 59644 Please call the Parish Office at (406) 442— 5268 to RSVP Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time James Semling, Carter Anderson, Shae Bills, Matt Keck, Carson Gorton, and Jake Smith.
Thank you for your generosity! 09-07-2025 Pray for vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life.
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activities for kids during fai night! UT JU U ﬁ b t L i % t\/ t

2025-26 RE classes will begin after mass on Sunday, September 7th, starting with dinner at 5:30.
Prayer begins at 6:00 and then everyone will be separated into family groups that will consist of
youth from each age group and adult RE leaders. Each family group will participate in an activity
together until 6:45 and then each grade level will separate into their individual classes for further
discussion and activities. This year our focus is on the Sacraments, the Mass, and prayer. Once again,

Got a question you would like to ask a priest?

Wevblgoran edent for poul we invite parents and other parishioners to participate in the adult group at the same time to

explore the same material that the youth will be learning.

L
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Dinner at 6 pm. Presentation beings at 6:30. Q&A at 7:00.

To register for RE, scan the QR code below or contact Shawna Wickens. There is a registration fee of
Holy Cross Church, Townsend—1I101 S .Walnut St.

S50 per child/$150 per family max. There are funds available to help with registration costs if

Firse 2 Topics needed. Contact Father Cody or Shawna Wickens with any questions@ 406-266-4811 or

4 re@holycrossmt.org
Selss e el e e . We are looking for volunteers to provide dinner after mass
- o, EPE - - a ~ -l o]
Oct. 20—TFaith vs. Science s 3@}?’?{%2@ on some Sundays prior to RE. If you are interested in helping
%;; if*-f' . please contact Shawna Wickens or scan the sign up genius
j:;i@;‘:., -;qé. 3 QR code to the right. Thank you for supporting our parish
. : . L i
There will be no Mass, Adoration or Confession on Saturday, September 6th and (O sk youth!
No Mass on Tuesday, September 16th ) )
Aa | Youth Highlights
. J_?g,/l’ft Welcome Niki Weiss! _,-A j je n t ﬂ@nj A_ dJ um jS} 9/7/25: First night of RE (Baptism)
- | | Niki has accepted the job of Commercial Cleaner. We _ . 9/14/245 : RE Class (Eucharist)
. . Join us for an adult group that will meet after
welcome her to this role and thank her for her service to our . : ;
. . 9/21/25: RE Class (Confirmation)
church. She is responsible for maintaining the cleanliness of mass on Sundays during RE class times. The adult o .
our building and taking care of general cleaning. group will discuss and explore the same topics | %/28/25: RE Class (Anointing of the Sick)
as the youth. This year’s focus is on Sacraments, | Thanks to all the youth, parents, and grandparents

the Mass, and prayer. Parents that join can who participated in our summer youth events. Not

. . . . ly did h ticipants f ish, but
LETS PRAY TIE ‘ROSAW continue the discussion and learning at home only didwe aYe participants form otr parish, bu
, some from White Sulphur, Three Forks, and even

S E Ays & i 00 with their children. Louisiana. We spent a day fishing at park lake, a day

Thank you to all who donated items to the Holy &3 exploring baptism and playing in ¥l S R S EL
Cross “Catholic Christmas” silent auction basket for SEPT7 - JOYFUL MYSTERIES w ; Our parish feast day is coming up on Sunday, the water at Canyon Ferry Lake, ‘
the Bishop’s gala. We had many wonderful items Feey 1 i E ; e ;

- SR o SEPT 14 - LUMINOUS MYSTERIES & September 14th. It is the feast of the Exaltation and a day hiking to Memorial
With an estimated basket value being approximately of the Holy Cross! In honor of our parish feast Falls where we discussed the
$300. Any items donated that weren’t included in . . . :

. ' ) SEPT 21 - SORROWFUL MYSTERIES day, we are having a parish potluck after Mass. Transfiguration and even got to
the Bishop’s gala basket will be held at the church ) . . _ celebrate mass on the
and used for future fundraising events, such as the SEPT 28 - GLORIOUS MYSTERIES e & Bring your favorite dish and celebrate with all of mountain.
parish bazaar. . ol us!
.:‘& b
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