
Morality part 29 

Sin part 3 

Mortal vs. Venial sin 

Many people struggle with the difference between mortal and venial sin. Mortal sin is an offense that severs the rela-

tionship between God and I whereas venial sin damages it. In order for a sin to be mortal, the following conditions must 

be met: 1. The sin must be grave matter. 2. I must have freely chosen the action. 3. I know that the sin is grave. 

Let’s go through these conditions in detail.  

The sin must be grave matter. Normally people turn to the 10 Commandments as the source of grave matter, and 

most of the time this is true. Most of the conditions that lead to grave matter are listed in the 10 Commandments. I 

think it is easier to list sins that are grave then try to describe them: worship of other Gods, using the Lord’s name 

inappropriately, intentionally dishonoring the Sabbath, murder, adultery, pornography, sex outside of marriage, stealing, 

cheating, giving intentional false witness. In addition to this list, the 7 deadly vices can fit into this category as well: 

gluttony, anger/wrath/vengeance, sloth, pride, envy, avarice/greed, lust. Just because something is bad doesn’t mean 

that its grave matter. Grave matter greatly harms another, oneself, or our relationship with God. 

I have to know the sin is serious or mortal. Ignorance is one of the conditions that reduce the gravity of the sin from 

being mortal. Yet, now that I have taught you, you cannot claim ignorance. Similarly, willful ignorance is also a sin. 

Choosing to be ignorant of sin, its effects, or our relationship with God is sinful on its own. We should be striving to do 

what is right, learn God’s ways, and try to conform our lives to his desires.  

I have to freely choose the action. This condition causes the greatest challenge for people. We debated in seminary 

whether a person can ever completely, freely choose an action. Yes, we can freely choose an action. Anyone who has 

wrestled with a decision knows what I mean. Several 

conditions limit our freedom: coercion, mental and 

physical limitations, habits, temptations. The chal-

lenge we all face is being real with ourselves about 

our freedom. Did I choose that action or was I 

forced into it? Most of the time we complied with 

our will more than we realize. The most common 

form of complicity is laziness in choosing against 

sin. 
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               2022 High School Graduates 

 

 

 

 

The parish is invited to a reception honoring this year’s graduates on Sunday, 
May 22nd, after Mass in the parish center.   Please join us in celebrating these 
young people  and their accomplishments and wish them well.  

 

 

 

 

Carson LeLacheur 

Braden Racht 

Kennedy Vogl 

Riley Richtmyer 

Jade Martin 

Zoey Wickens 

8th Grade Graduates 

Emmalin Fischer 

Cubby Richtmyer 

Congratulations to the Holy Cross Knights of Colum-
bus Council for receiving the Columbian Award for 
2021-2022. This award is given to Knights Councils 
who show major involvement in service programs 
including all of the following: community programs, 
faith programs, family programs, and life programs, 
with a special emphasis on the support to our spon-
sored seminarian. 
 

Congratulations to Jerry Solwey for receiving the Knight of the Year 
award. This award is given to 2 distinguished Knights from each state 
each year. 
 

The Holy Cross Knights Council is still in the running to receive two 
more awards: the Fr. McGivney Award and the Founders Award. 
 

The awards recognize the dedication and works performed by the coun-
cil. Despite Covid restrictions last year the Knights were able to find 

ways to continue to support our faith, our parish, and the community. 
We invite the men of our parish to join the council or become active 

members to participate with them. 


