
Fr. Cody Will iams, Pastor Email: frcwill iams@holycrossmt.org                    

Office: 406-266-4811    

Email: office@holycrossmt.org  

Shawna: RE@holycrossmt.org 

Website: holycrossmt.org 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 610 (101 S. Walnut) 

                    Townsend, Montana 59644 

Weekday Mass Schedule: 

Mass: Monday and Tuesday 9:00a 

Adoration: Monday 9:30a 

Weekend Schedule:   

Confession: Sunday 3:30-4:15p or by appointment 

Mass: Sunday Mass 4:30p 

 Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30a to 12:00p 

   Fifth Sunday of Lent            April 6, 2025 



Basics of Catholicism part 83 

 

Satisfaction 

The last part of the Sacrament of Reconciliation is satisfaction. By the very nature of 

this word I image that you are a little confused. Satisfaction has two parts to it. The 

part that the Church emphasizes is the penance given by the priest. The second part of 

satisfaction is the feeling of being freed from sin.  

The penance: however much this word is used in a negative context in modern society, it 

is not meant to have negative connotations in the Church. A penance is an act of devo-

tion given to God for the sake of healing or to subdue the passions so that we can more 

faithfully follow God’s will. Often people think of penances like the actions seen in mov-

ies from the Middle Ages where a man whips himself bloody or they go for long periods of 

time fasting on bread and water. The Church teaches that all penances are meant to be 

done in moderation so that the person doesn’t lose sight of the purpose of the penance 

which is to grow closer to God. The penance given during the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

is supposed to promote healing and a greater closeness to God. Basically, you do the ac-

tion so that you are participating in the healing you want to receive from God resulting 

from the damage done by sin. These penances are supposed to be small and easily accom-

plished. If the penance is too long or harsh, then we think that we are saving ourselves. 

The penitent is required under pain of mortal sin to complete their penance as assigned 

by the priest.  

A few notes on the penance given by the priest and its required completion by the peni-

tent. The priest has limitations on the type of penance he can assign to a penitent. The 

priest cannot give a penance which requires the person to relay, convey, or relate any in-

formation from their confession. For instance if a person confessed that he murdered 

someone, I cannot give the penance for the person to turn himself in. The confession is 

sealed and by requiring the person to convey that information to the authorities, I would 

be breaking the Seal of the Confessional. The person, on their own accord, could choose 

to turn themselves in but I cannot force or require them to. Similarly, the penance needs 

to be something possible and helpful. If I required the person to give $10,000 to the 

Church, this might leave the person destitute or in a dire financial situation. Therefore, 

the priest needs to be careful that the penance given helps the person grow closer to 

God, is completable and clear, as well as doesn’t require the person to convey infor-

mation that was part of their confession. On a final note, the priest is allowed to give no 

penance as the penance. Technically it’s a loophole. The penance is no penance. The 

Church doesn’t encourage it neither does she forbade it. Think about this type of pen-

ance. Too often we assume that we are the principal actors in our spiritual lives. I need 

to make time for God, I need to do these exercises and penances to grow in faith, my 

spiritual life depends on me. Receiving a “no penance” as a penance is a reminder of God’s 

action in bringing us healing and forgiveness. This type of penance requires us to recog-

nize God’s mercy and be grateful for this free gift. In the event that the priest assigns a 

penance that would break the seal or cause undue harm to the person, the penitent is 

not required to complete the penance. More on this next time. 

 

Fr. Cody 

On the third Sunday of each month a  blessing  
table will be set up in the           entrance of the 
church. You are welcome to bring any objects 
of devotion that you would like blessed and Fr. 
Cody will bless them after Mass. This will be 
available each third Sunday of the month. 
Please keep all your items to be blessed with 
you until the end of Mass. Once Mass is ended, 
Fr. Cody will come to the entrance of the 
Church and bless any of the objects that are on 
the table. Those objects that are on the table 
belong to the people who want them blessed 
and are not free for the 
taking.  

Bishop Vetter has promulgated the in-
dulgences and Holy Doors for the Jubilee 
Year of Hope. You can go to the Dioce-

san website at                                                    
https://diocesehelena.org/jubilee2025/ or 

see the letter on the bulletin board. 

 

 

 

 

So, how many of you  actually read 

this bulletin? I am thinking of 

changing the format of bulletin   dis-

tribution to an email sent 

though Flocknote. Let us know if 

you would like this option by send-

ing an email to:                        

bulletin@holycrossmt.org.  

https://diocesehelena.org/jubilee2025/
mailto:bulletin@holycrossmt.org


Mass  Schedule 
Monday  

April 7 

Mass 9:00a 
Seminarians 
Adoration 9:30a 

Catholicism 201 6:30p 

Tuesday  
April 8 

Mass 9:00a 
Homebound Parishioners 

Wednesday  
April 9 

Stations of the Cross 6:00p  

Soup Supper 6:30p  

Thursday 
April 10 

 

Friday 
April 11 

 

Saturday 
April 12 

Chosen Movie Night 7:00p 

Sunday  

April 13 

Confession 3:30p 

Mass 4:30p 
Parish Family 

RE 5:30p 

 

Ministry Schedule 

Sunday April 13, 2025                           4:30pm 

Greet:                                                       

Lector:                                                Charles Ringenberg 

Gifts:                                       

EM:                                                Tom and Julie Lethert 

Money Counters:             Tacy Swanton and Bernadette Swenson 

 

All bulletin information requests need to be submitted at least 
two weeks in advance and by email to   

 

                bulletin@holycrossmt.org.  
 

Requests submitted by texts or calls can not be guaranteed.         
 

Bulletin deadline is Monday at 10a  

TWO weeks in advance  

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday  

04-13-2025 

Reading 1:           Isaiah 50:4-7  

Psalm:            22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 

Reading 2:                      Philippians 2:6-11 

Gospel:                        Luke 22:14-23:56 

Sc r i p t u r e  R ead ing s   

The new email address for any              
information for the bulletin or                 

advertisements is                                       
bulletin@holycrossmt.org 

Parish potlucks 

Every 4th Sunday of the month we have a 
parish potluck where anyone can bring a 
dish or come down and enjoy some good 
food. As part of the desire for the circles to 
be more active in the parish, I am assigning 
a  circle to each potluck as the point group 
for the potluck. They’re responsibility is to 
set-up,   clean-up, and help make sure there 
is enough food. Anyone is welcome to bring 
food and help. The circle’s responsibility is to 
facilitate the potluck. If you have any con-
cerns or questions, please contact Fr. Cody. 

April 27: No Potluck 

May 25: Memorial Day Weekend—No Potluck 

June 22: Compassion 

YOUTH HIGHLIGHTS 
4/13/25 : Stations of the Cross for youth during RE 
class time 

4/20/25: Easter Sunday – NO RE 

     Easter Egg Hunt after mass on parish lawn 

4/21/25: Day retreat for confirmation candidates        
9:00am - 3:00pm 

4/27/25: Divine Mercy Sunday – NO RE 

  Stations of the Cross 

Every Wednesday at 6:00 pm 

March 12th—April 9th 

Soup supper to follow! 

There is a basket located in the Narthex to place    

non-perishable food donations for the Food Pantry! 

No Catholicism 201 on Monday, April 28th 

mailto:bulletin@holycrossmt.org


Finance Council:  

John Rauser      

Tim McAlpine     

Tacy Swanton    

Pat Miller       

Monica Benton 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

"It is there in His Eucharist that He says to me: "I thirst, thirst for 
your love, your sacrifices, your sufferings. I thirst for your hap-
piness, for it was to save you that I came into the world, that I 

suffered and died on the Cross, and in order to console and strengthen you I 
left you the Eucharist. So you have there all My life, all My tenderness." 

- Mother Mary of Jesus, foundress of the Sisters of Marie Reparatrice 

Pray for our Seminarians  

Lord Jesus, we ask your special blessing on those preparing for the priesthood 

in our seminaries.  We pray that they will grow in faith, hope and love.  Give 

them courage and perseverance and be their constant companion as they pre-

pare to serve you and your people with the fire of your love.  Make them holy as 

you are holy.  Amen. 

Dcn. Dillon Armstrong, John Cooney, Kaleb Mitchell, Riley Helgoe, Brett Rotz, 

Jamie Severson, Anthony Olmes, James Semling, Carter Anderson, Shae Bills, 

Matt Keck, Carson Gorton, and Jake Smith.  

Pray for vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life. 

Holy Cross recommends 
that the following be 

respected: 

 

Christian Burial: 

Notice should be made 
with the priest before 

arrangements are 
made with the  funeral 

director.  

  

Social Hall:   

Our Social Hall and 
kitchen may be rented 
out for special events. 

 

Please call the office for 
information for any of 

the above notices:      
406-266-4811. 

Prayer Chain 
Unless otherwise requested after one month prayer request names will be 

removed from the prayer chain 

John Clark, Martin and Margy Clark, Marilyn Lane, Shanna Montonario, Kadence Saxton,  Judy 

Butler,  Brian Roher and family, Isaac Hyde, Bob Masolo, Marj Kohn,  Kris Sullivan, Kammy Law 

      Holy Cross Parish  

Finances 

Week ended March  30th 

Thank you for           
your generosity 

 

Total Weekly $1321.31 

Budget $2900.00 

Variance 1,578.69 

  

Year to Date  

Total $94,956.88 

Budget $107,300.00 

Variance $12,343.12 

Please consider a memorial for your loved ones to the 

Holy Cross Cemetery instead of flowers. 

THANK YOU! 

Pastoral Council:  

Jesse Swenson  

Mary Ellen Schnur             

Karee Eichinger  

Michael Fisette  

John Bleile  

The Annual Catholic Appeal kicked off several months ago with 
our parish goal of $21,900. So far we have raised $10,650. Please 
consider donating to this important campaign raising money for 
the important functions of our Diocese.  

 

 

Saturday, April 26  4-7 PM 

 Ham dinner with scalloped potatoes and green beans, relish tray 

and dessert! 

Cost: $30.00 for immediate family         

$15.00 for single adult                                                             

$10.00 for students                                                                       

Under 4 Free 

Raffle Tickets $5 Each or 5 for $20:   

Raffle Prizes: 26” Heyride E-Bike, Airhead Airhead Towable Wake 

Shocker, Blast Towable Tube, Fiji Float Non-Towable,  

River Otter River Tube 

Silent Auction, 

 Gift Certificate Table, 

Activity area for children  

This special Mass is an opportunity for prayer, healing, and 
hope for all who have experienced abuse or trauma in any 
form, as well as for their families and loved ones. It is open 
to the public, and the entire community is invited to inter-
cede for those in need of healing and peace.  

Together, we will pray for all survivors, for those who work 
to protect children and the vulnerable, and for the Holy 
Spirit to guide efforts toward justice. This Mass is also a 
meaningful opportunity to renew our shared commitment 
to safeguarding the most vulnerable and fostering a cul-
ture of care, accountability, and restoration.  

Following the Mass, Bishop Vetter will be available for 
prayers and individual blessings of those who desire it.  

 

Please considering volunteering to help 

with this  fundraiser for our parish. There 

are sign ups in the Narthex for all the 

ways you can help. 

Thank you! 

 


