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The Baptism of the Lord January 11, 2026

Weekday Mass Schedule: Fr. Cody Williams, Pastor Email: frcwilliams@holycrossmt org

Mass: Monday and Tuesday 9:00a Office: 406-266-U811
Adoration: Monday 9:30a Email: office@holycrossmt.org
Weehkend Schedule: Shawna: RE@holycrossmt org

Confession: Sunday 3:30-4-15p or by appointment Website: holycrossmt.org

Mass' Sunday Mass 4-:30p Mailing address: PO. Box 610 (101 S. Walnut)
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 2:30a to 12:00p Townsend, Montana 596Ut




Basics of Catholicism part 118

Marriage

Since we are on the topic of vocations, we will how enter into the Sacrament of
Matrimony, one of the two Sacraments of Vocation. As the value and importance
of marriage continues to dwindle in our society, many people are accepting the
idea that marriage is merely a contract or a symbol of love. The Church, however,
holds firm that marriage is a Sacrament, a visible expression of the desire and
will of God.

Why is marriage a Sacrament and not a contract? Most people turn to the Old
Testament as the defense of marriage as a contract. In the Old Testament, Moses
established a contract between a man and a woman, between their two families,
as the beginnings of marriage. This contract was to ensure the protection and
safety of the wife as well as the continuance of the man’s household, namely
children. The goal of the marriage covenant was to keep the two houses united by
the marriage shared between the husband and wife. The parents of the married
couple would work to maintain this relationship since there were high costs for
breaking the marriage including financial and social repercussions. Nevertheless,
some wanted a divorce. Moses allowed a system for divorce both for the man and
woman. Yes, women could divorce their husbands in Israelite culture.

As time progressed, the marriage covenant established by Moses degraded and
became a mess. Women lost the ability to divorce their husbands except in
specific cases namely the husband allowing it. Jesus enters into this sad
development of marriage with his new take on marriage. Jesus makes a point
that marriage was from the beginning, namely Adam and Eve, and is an
unbreakable covenant. He says “because of the hardness of your hearts Moses
allowed you to write a bill of divorce.” He continues “if a man divorces his wife
and marries another, he commits adultery.” Clearly Jesus sees something different
in the covenant of marriage that was not part of the original Jewish marriage
enacted by Moses. What does Jesus see? What was the incredible value of
marriage that made the covenant or pact unbreakable?

For the answers to these questions, we will need to spend some time in the Old
Testament before we can appreciate the words of Jesus in the New Testament.
Let’s start with Adam and Eve. God created Adam. Adam could not find a suitable
partner from amidst the creatures of the world, so God made Eve. Eve was meant
to be Adam’s helper, his companion, his realization of God’s relationship. Eve was
not just another human to Adam neither Adam to Eve. They were a special
partnership that mirrored God’s relationship with them. This “bond of marriage”
between the first two humans created an equality and a mission. Adam and Eve
were tasked with the care of the garden and the mutual caring for each other.
True equality and mutual love.

Fr. Cody

You're Invited to Our

S. Walnut St
Holy Cross (

Enjoy a cozy night out!

Steak dinner with appetizers,
salad, main course, and dessert.
S$50/plate
Seating times:
4:00pm, 5:00pm, or 6:00pm
Bring your own beer or wine!

For reservations
call: 406-266-4811
or scan the QR code

Proceeds go to Holy Cross Church
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Pray for our Seminarians

Lord Jesus, we ask your special blessing on those preparing for the priesthood in our semi-

Men's Weekend held at St Cyril and Methodius, East Helena
February 12-15th 2026
Contact: Helenacursillorector@gmail.com 406-431-7544

naries. We pray that they will grow in faith, hope and love. Give them courage and perse-

verance and be their constant companion as they prepare to serve you and your people
with the fire of your love. Make them holy as you are holy. Amen.
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A Year with the Church Fathers

Mondays from 6:30-8 pm
Starting Monday, Oct. 27th

The Spring Series
begins 1/26/26

Explore the lives of the fathers.
Read their theology and writing.

Come to understand their value in the Church.

See flyer for more information.

Calling All Women

Are you interested in participating in a women's
group?

Fr. Cody is calling all women of the parish who are
interested in participating in a women's group to a
meeting to discuss possible groups like the
Daughters of Isabella and gauge interest in starting
a new group. Hope to see you all there.

Due to lots of scheduling conflicts and the
holidays, Father Cody has moved the Women's
meeting to

Monday, January 12th at 6pm.

difference!

e Grab a baby
bottle.

e Fill it with cash,
check, or
change.

e Returnitto
church.

Learn more or give online!

Return by February 8th

@/clinic

Change for Life

LETS PRAY THE ROSARY
SUNDAYS @ 4PM
JAN 4 - JOYFUL MYSTERIES
JAN 1 - LUMINOUS MYSTERIES
JAN(18 - SORROWFUL MYSTERIES
JAN25 - GLORIOUS MYSTERIES
FEB 1- JOYFUL MYSTERIES

—————
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We need someone +o lead the o

rosary on Sunday at Ypm at least

once a menth. If you're interested, of

please contact the office. or speak !{

with Shawna. y o

GET THE WINTER WIGGLES OUT

...Moms---

& Littles

Friday 1/16/26

11AM -12PM
*Piano & Songs*

Moms with kids 4 and under
Come meet other Moms and get your little ones out of the

house during winter. E

y piano sing along songs and lots

of space to play

) % P ‘ 90,
-

-
Contact Natalie with questions/RSVP
949-200-2315

Location: Holy Cross Catholic Church (Basement avent space)
101 5 Walnut, Townsend

MASS // INDIVIDUAL BLESSING OF
COUPLES // RECEPTION //

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6TH
CATHEDRAL OF ST. HELENA
6:00PM
BISHOP VETTER EXTENDS A WARM INVITATION TO ALL MARRIED
COUPLES, FROM E NEWEST OF NEWLYWEDS TO THOSE WHO HAVE
COMMEMORATED OVER SIXN DECADES, TO A NIGHT OF CELEBRATION,

BEGINS WITH MASS // RECE
TO FOLLOW HEAVY AP
AND DESSERT INCLUDED // SEMI
FORMAL ATTIRE // FREE CHILDCARE
WHILE SPACES LAST // $25 PER
COUPLE
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Youth Schedule

1/11/26: RE Class (Liturgy of the Word and praying
with Scripture)

1/18/26: RE Class (Coming to prayer with God’s
word)

1/25/26: RE Class (God’s gift to us: The Eucharistic
Prayer)

2/1/26: RE Class (Eucharistic Prayer Part 2)

Attention Adults

Join us for an adult group that will meet after mass on
Sundays during RE class times. The adult group will
discuss and explore the same topics as the youth. This
year’s focus is on Sacraments, the Mass, and prayer.
Parents that join can continue the discussion and
learning at home with their children.

Holy Cross Youth Ski Day

Friday,
January 23rd

Showdown Ski Hill

Join us for a fun day of skiing. Holy Cross will pay for
the youth’s lift ticket and lunch. Any child younger
than 6th grade needs to be accompanied by a
parent. Please scan the QR code to register. Contact

Father Cody or Shawna with any questions.

- Legendary Lodge

June 14-19 Junior High #1 July 12-17 High School #2

June 21-26 High School #1 July 19-24  Junior High #2

July 5-10  5/6th Grade Boys July 26-31 5/6th Grade Girls

Registration for families who live within the Diocese of
Helena opens Jan 5. Opens for all other registrants Jan 9th.

JANUARY 23-25, 2026

We invite high school youth in grades 9-12 and their odult choperones 1o join us in a fun weekend of sding. fath, and felowship!
N ) L .
R Whitefish, MT - We will stary at St. Charles Boromeo Parish and sk at Whitefish Mountain. E E

ot Cost:
:&: $50, pius cost of ift ticket, sk rentaks efc.

REGISTRATION AND INFO AT

diocesehelena.org/skiretreat

-
THE ROMAN CATHOLK
Dioceseor Helena

A@a ) Join us for
Ot/ Famil Early Bird:
S e (Register before Jan 25th)
$425
Registration opens Standard:
March 2nd, 2026 $450

Holy Cross Parish is offering assistance for the cost of Legendary
Lodge that can be used at the time of registration. If you are
interested in a scholarship for your child to attend camp, please
contact the parish office before registration begins.

Visit Legendarylodge.org for camp registration.

We are looking for volunteers to provide dinner after
mass on some Sundays prior to RE. If you are
Interested in helping please contact Shawna Wickens
or scan the sign up genius QR code.

Thank you for supporting our parish youth!




