
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                       September 29, 2024  

Fr. Cody Williams, Pastor Email: frcwilliams@holycrossmt.org                    

Office: 406-266-4811    

Email: office@holycrossmt.org  

Shawna: RE@holycrossmt.org 

Website: holycrossmt.org 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 610 (101 S. Walnut) 

                    Townsend, Montana 59644 

Weekday Mass Schedule: 

Mass: Monday and Tuesday 9:00a 

Adoration: Monday 9:30a 

Weekend Schedule:   

Confession: Sunday 3:30-4:15p or by appointment 

Mass: Sunday Mass 4:30p 

 Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30a to 12:00p 



Basics of Catholicism part 59 

The Eucharist 

What is the Eucharist? The reality of the Eucharist is surprisingly simple and yet 

very complex. As a basic starting point, the Eucharist is the Body and Blood of Je-

sus. God’s greatest desire for us is full union with him. As symbolized in both mar-

riage and alluded to throughout Scripture, the most supreme form of union with a 

person is body to body, or, body entering another body. Thus the Eucharist is that 

most supreme form of union between God and each of us, both individual and col-

lectively, as Jesus’ Body and Blood enter into us and bring us into union with him.  

The fact of the Eucharist as the Body and Blood of Jesus causes a lot of struggles 

for many people. Before and after the Consecration, nothing seems to change. The 

bread used for the Consecration still looks like bread after it and the same with 

the wine. What should we be expecting to see. On this point the Catechism helps 

us with a crucial detail: this is the Resurrected flesh of Jesus. After Jesus’ Resur-

rection, his Resurrected body could appear anywhere he wanted to be, disguise it-

self so that no one would notice him, and walk through walls. Clearly Jesus’ Res-

urrected flesh is quite different from our mortal flesh. In this way, we are not 

quite sure what we should be seeing. What does Resurrected flesh look like? What 

would be different between our flesh and Jesus’ flesh? We should ponder these 

questions as we are faced with the reality of Jesus’ flesh. 

The most common answer to this dilemma is that the substance of the bread and 

wine is no longer bread and wine but the flesh and blood of Jesus although they 

still look like bread and wine. This change is called transubstantiation. This big 

word describes the process and effect of the bread and wine becoming the Body 

and Blood of Jesus. Namely, the bread and wine still maintain their characteristics 

of bread and wine. They still taste, feel, look, and act as bread and wine. If you 

were to examine them under a microscope, they would maintain their character-

istics of bread and wine. Yet, the part that has changed is what it is. The sub-

stance of an object is how we answer the question, what is it? Jesus had made it 

clear that this bread and wine is something different. They should no longer be 

called bread and wine but his Body and Blood because that is what they are. With 

this language, we can clarify that the Eucharist looks like bread and wine but no 

longer is bread and wine at the core of what it is. It is, in fact, the Body and Blood 

of Jesus. This philosophical explanation gives new language to speak about the 

parts that change and the parts that remain the same.  

If the above description is not helpful, ignore it. The goal of the above description 

is to apply philosophical tools to describe something that is a mystery. The core 

teaching of the Eucharist is that it is a mystery. It’s a concrete reality that God 

makes present to us so that we may understand him and his will for us. As long 

as you accept either by faith or reason that after the Consecration the bread and 

wine are now the Body and Blood of Jesus, this act of faith is all that matters.  

Fr. Cody 

Magnificats  
It’s that time of year again to start 

planning for next years Magnificat 

subscriptions. They offer regular 

print and large print. Regular print 

is $39 each and large print is $ 69 

each. Please order and pay at the  

parish office.                              

Orders are due by October 23rd.  

The next Faith Night is 
scheduled for                     

Monday, October 21st. The 
topic is Faith and Politics. 

Should faith be in the  
public sphere? How do 

faith and politics               
intersect? John Barnes, 

who spent many years in 
the political area, will 

come and share his                 
experiences with the                        

intersection of faith and      
politics in his life.  



Mass  Schedule 
Monday  

September 30 

Mass 9a 
Monte Armstrong RB Jeff and Kim Koehnke  

Adoration 9:30a 

Tuesday  
October 1 

Mass 9a 
Patricia Linhe RB Greg and Dawn Field 

Wednesday  
October 2 

No Mass  
 

Thursday 
October 3 

No Mass  
 

Friday 
October 4 

No Mass  
 

Saturday 
October 5 

Mass 9:20a 
Adoration and Confession 2-3:30p                            

Sunday  

October 6 

Confession 3:30p 

Mass 4:30p 
Parish Family 

RE 5:30-7:15p 

 

Ministry Schedule 

Sunday October 6, 2024                           4:30pm 

Greet:                                                           Bleile Family                                      

Lector:                                                  Mary Ellen Schnur                                     

Gifts:                                         Larry and Buffy Woodring           

EM:                                    Missy Cox and Monte Montonario                                

Money Counters:                                Tom and Julie Lethert                       

 

All bulletin information requests need to be submitted at least 
two weeks in advance and by email to   

 

                     bulletin@holycrossmt.org.  
 

Requests submitted by texts or calls can not be guaranteed.         
 

Bulletin deadline is Monday at 10a  

TWO weeks in advance  

 

 

 

 

 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

10-6-2024 

Reading 1:                       Genesis 2:18-24  

Psalm:                            128:1-2,3,4-5,6  

Reading 2:                        Hebrews 2:9-11  

Gospel:                 Mark 10:2-16 or 10:2-12  

Sc r i p t u r e  R ead ing s   
We are still working to complete the matching challenge 
for the Capital Campaign. As of current information, we 

are at $2200 of the $5000 match. Reminder: the match is 
a five-year commitment. Therefore those donations that 

qualify for the match must be for the whole five-year  
period.  

Ministry Sign-ups 

 

In the pews are ministry sign-up sheets. I 
encourage everyone to read through the 
various ministries offered by our parish 
and choose at least one to participate in 
this next year. We need a lot of help in a 

variety of ways including lectors, eucharis-
tic ministries, laundry, and greeters. Please 
consider a way that you can serve God and 
your parish. If you are interested in some-

thing that is not on that sign-up sheet, con-
tact Fr. Cody. Please return all forms by the 
end of September. Training for the minis-

tries will begin at the end of October 
through November.  

The new email address for any information 
for the bulletin or advertisements is          

bulletin@holycrossmt.org. 

Bishop Vetter is coming to celebrate Mass for 

and with us on Sunday, October 20th. Please 

come and hear updates from the Diocese as 

well as spend some time with our bishop  

We are going to print new parish directories 
soon. If you have a new phone number or        

address, please contact the parish office so that 
we can have correct information. 

Circles sign-up will    
continue for 1 more 

week. Circles are small 
groups within the parish 
whose main goal is to 

support each other on the 
walk of faith as well as 
find ways to service our 
parish and the Townsend 
community. The circles 

are no more than 20  
families with the goal of 

meeting on a semi-annual 
basis to grow in          

fellowship and support. I 
encourage everyone in 

the parish to join a circle. 
The sign-up sheets for the 
Circles are in the parish 
center on folding tables. 
Please consider joining a 

Circle.  

mailto:bulletin@holycrossmt.org


Finance Council:  

John Rauser,     

Tim McAlpine,    

Tacy Swanton,   

Pat Miller,      

Monica Benton 

Pastoral Council:  

Jesse Swenson, 

Mary Ellen Schnur,            

Karee Eichinger, 

Michael Fisette, 

John Bleile  

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Do you know what Mass is? In the Church it is what the 
sun in our world, it is the soul of our faith, the center of 
our religion, the end and center of all the ceremonies, rites 

and sacraments. In a word it is the summary of all that is beautiful 
and good in the Church of God." 

- St. Leonard of Port Maurice (1676-1751) 

Pray for our Seminarians  

Lord Jesus, we ask your special blessing on those preparing for the priesthood in 

our seminaries.  We pray that they will grow in faith, hope and love.  Give them 

courage and perseverance and be their constant companion as they prepare to 

serve you and your people with the fire of your love.  Make them holy as you are 

holy.  Amen. 

Dcn. Dillon Armstrong, John Cooney, Kaleb Mitchell, Riley Helgoe, Brett Rotz, 

Jamie Severson, Anthony Olmes, James Semling, Carter Anderson, Shae Bills, 

Matt Keck, Carson Gorton, and Jake Smith.  

Pray for vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life. 

Did you know? 

Did you know that we have three different cloths 
that all have the face of Jesus on them? The Shroud 

of Turin is the best known of the three. This cloth 
covered the body of Jesus while he was in the tomb. 
The image is burned onto this cloth and is in 3D. The 

Veil of Veronica is the cloth that wiped the face of 
Jesus while he was on the way to the Cross. After 

wiping his face, the cloth had the image of Jesus’ face 
on it. The final cloth is the least known of the three: 
the Sudarium or Sudarium of Oviedo. This cloth cov-
ered the face of Jesus while he was in the tomb. The 
Sudarium covered his face and contains an image in 
blood while the Shroud of Turin covered the whole 

body and is a 3D image of the entire body as a nega-
tive image.  

Holy Cross              
recommends that the 

following be respected: 

 

Christian Burial: 

Notice should be 
made with the priest 
before arrangements 
are made with the  
funeral director.  

  

Social Hall:   

Our Social Hall and 
kitchen may be   

rented out for special 
events. 

 

Please call the office 
for information for any 
of the above notices:      

406-266-4811. 

Prayer Chain 
Beginning September 29 bulletin unless otherwise requested after one month 

prayer request names will be removed from the prayer chain 

John Clark, Martin and Margy Clark,  

      Holy Cross Parish  

Finances  

 

Week ended September 22nd   

Thank you for           
your generosity 

Total Weekly $2,219.75 

Budget $2902.00 

Variance -$682.25 

Please consider a memorial for your loved ones to the 

Holy Cross Cemetery instead of flowers. 

THANK YOU! 

Reminder: The Bishops of Montana have asked us to ab-
stain from meat or some other pleasure on Wednesday  

until the end of election season as a way to reject          
CI-128. If you have any questions about this, please let 

me know.  

Help needed: 
 

The following tasks are some areas around the church 
that need attention. If you are willing to work on or 
complete these tasks, please contact Fr. Cody. 

Spraying for bugs 

Repainting the parking stripes and stop bars 

Weeding around the building or spraying for weeds 

Trimming the hedge 

Cleaning the gutters 

Replacing the rusted sleeve on the vent 

RE will continue to be on Sunday evenings following mass with dinner 
from 5:30-6:00p and prayer time & class to follow which will conclude at 
7:15p for ages preschool - 5th grade. Middle school and high school 
youth will end with additional prayer time to conclude at 7:30p. Cost of 
RE this year is $50/child with a family max of $150. We want all youth 
involved in RE and do not want the registration fee to be a burden so 
please contact Father Cody with any concerns about payment. Scan the 
QR code to   register your child online. 

We are in need of volunteers to help with RE dinner. Dinners will feed 
all ages of the youth and their families, therefore, we should plan on 
feeding around 80 people every Sunday. Please consider either 
providing a full meal (planning, purchasing food & cooking) or simply 
preparing/cooking a meal with food that the parish purchases, either 
help would be greatly appreciated. We encourage you to partner up 
with another member/family of the parish to help ease the burden of 
feeding that many people. The following dates are needed: 9/29/24, 
10/13/24, 11/3/24, 11/10/24, 12/1/24 & 12/8/24  

 

 

 

 

 

Mass will be downstairs in the parish center for the next 
three weekends. If you are available to help with set-up 
and clean -up after Mass, we could use some extra help.  A special thank you to Max 

Peace who served on the        
Finance Council for many years 
and helped our parish in many 
ways with grants and finances. 
I am grateful to welcome our 
newest members of the Finance 
Council Pat Miller and Monica 
Benton.  

Donation Price Match 

September 1st through November 30th, Town Pump will match any donations to 

our Broadwater Food Pantry dollar for dollar!  

How Can You Donate? 

• Drop off at the Food Pantry on Broadway first or third Fridays 9:30-11a or  

Saturday 9-10:45a.  

• Donation boxes at Bob’s Supermarket 

• Mail in to PO Box 1164, Townsend, MT 59644 

• Come to our booth at Fall Fest, October 4th-6th 

 

The Food Pantry is in need of grocery bags 

People can drop off meat at Tizer Meats and the food pantry pays for the                  

processing 


