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Second Sunday t March 16 2025

Weekday Mass Schedule: Fr. Cody Williams, Pastor Email: frcwilliams@holycrossmt org

Mass: Monday and Tuesday 9:00a Office: 406-266-U811
Adoration: Monday 9:30a Email: office@holycrossmt org

Weehkend Schedule: Shawna: RE@holycrossmt org

Confession: Sunday 3:30-U:15p or by appointment Website: holycrossmt.org
Mass: Sunday Mass 4-30p Mailing address: PO. Box 610 (101 S. Walnut)

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30a to 12:00p Townsend, Montana 596Ut




Basics of Catholicism part 80

The Prayer of Absolution

The Prayer of Absolution is the only part of the Sacrament of Reconciliation that requires a priest. The priest-
hood is connected with the forgiveness of sins as an extension of Jesus’ ministry and command to his priests:
“Whosever sins you forgive are forgiven and whose sins you retain are retained.” Notice that every Sacra-
ment that requires a priest is also connected with the forgiveness of sins: Baptism, Anointing of the Sick,
Penance, Eucharist. Matrimony is about the vows exchanged by the couple and the final two — Confirmation
and Holy Orders — are directly connected with the office of the bishop. Therefore, in each of the Sacraments
where the priest is the prominent celebrant of the Sacrament, the forgiveness of sins is connected with it.

What is the Prayer of Absolution? The Prayer of Absolution is the prayer said by the priest towards the end
of the ritual of the Sacrament that, through the ministry of the Church and as an extension of Jesus’ for-
giveness, absolves the person from their sins. Lets take a moment to reflect on the words of this prayer be-
fore we move on:

God the Father of mercies, through the death and resurrection of his son, has reconciled the world to him-
self and poured out the Holy Spirit for the forgiveness of sins; through the ministry of the Church may God
grant you pardon and peace and | absolve you from your sins in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Let’s start from the beginning. The prayer begins by naming God who is the Father of mercies. The priest
cannot forgive sins on his own; that is a power specific to God. Through God’s power in him, by the merits of
his ordination and building upon the baptismal graces of the penitent, the priest can absolve sins. Even the
ending echoes this focus: God forgive sins. This isn’t some form of magic or just a hopeful prayer. This is a
promise given from the Father, through the Son, to each of us. He wills to forgive us and wants us to have
the assurance that our sins are forgiven through the ministry of his priests.

The second part reminds us of how we are forgiven. We are not simply “forgiven.” The process of being for-
given from our sins was through the Passion, death, and Resurrection of Jesus. We didn’t need to sacrifice an
animal, complete a quest, live perfect lives, make up for all the crimes we have committed, or something of
the like. The freedom from sins we experience in this Sacrament is a free gift given to us because Jesus
suffered, died, and rose from the dead for us. The Prayer of Absolution makes this point abundantly clear in
the first few lines of this prayer. Often confessionals have a crucifix on the wall to help remind people of this
essential point.

The final point emphasizes my earlier point. The priest can absolve sins only by extension of his ministry in
the Church and because he is an ordained minister in the Church set apart for this ministry. Therefore, the
power of this Sacrament doesn’t lie in the priest but in the Church who opens the treasury of graces for the
faithful. Therefore the priest must says these words and none others for the Sacrament to be valid and the
sins the person confessed to be absolved.

Fr. Cody
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Bishop Vetter has promulgated the in-
dulgences and Holy Doors for the Jubilee
Year of Hope. You canh go to the Dioce-
san website at
https://diocesehelena.org/jubilee2025/ or
see the letter on the bulletin board.

Register by March 15, 2025 for Early Bird Discount
Registration deadline is March 28, 2025
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MARCH 21-23, 2025

CARROLL COLLEGE, HELENA
FEATURING

Charles Camosey | Hannah Hemphill | Jimmy Mitchell |
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PAYING IT FORWARD AS A LEAD
MOTHER IN NIGERIA

In Nigeria, over 25 million people are experiencing ex-
treme food insecurity due to climate change, poverty
and conflict. Because of violence in their hometown,
Amina and her family were forced to flee and start life
over again in a new village. Learn how Amina’s partici-
pation in a Catholic Relief Services program helped her
prepare nutritious meals for her family

and support other families in her community to over-
come the challenges of hunger and malnutrition. Visit
crsricebowl.org/week-2 to read this week’s Story of
Hope.
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