
The Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time                                            February 23, 2025  

Fr. Cody Will iams, Pastor Email: frcwill iams@holycrossmt.org                    

Office: 406-266-4811    

Email: office@holycrossmt.org  

Shawna: RE@holycrossmt.org 

Website: holycrossmt.org 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 610 (101 S. Walnut) 

                    Townsend, Montana 59644 

Weekday Mass Schedule: 

Mass: Monday and Tuesday 9:00a 

Adoration: Monday 9:30a 

Weekend Schedule:   

Confession: Sunday 3:30-4:15p or by appointment 

Mass: Sunday Mass 4:30p 

 Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30a to 12:00p 



 

Basics of Catholicism part 77 

Growth in virtue  

As I end this section on sin and prepare to move to the next part of the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation, I want to take some time to fill in the whole picture of the value of 

fighting against sin, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and growth in virtue. Often people 

can fall into two camps. Either sin is a serious issue and spend a great amount of energy 

fighting it to the exclusion of grace or people think sin doesn’t matter and spend their 

lives assuming they are good people who don’t need God’s forgiveness. Both are serious 

issues.  

Let’s start with the first camp in which people spend considerable time and energy 

fighting against sin. The good side of this issue is that these people realize the im-

portance and gravity of sin. Sin mars our well-being, changes our attitude and relation-

ship with God, and harms relationships with other people. Our dignity is marred by our 

sins. On one level we should be fighting against the sins in our lives and working towards 

growth in virtue and freedom from sin. On many levels this is impossible. The only way 

we can truly fight against our sins and overcome them is through God’s grace. Yet, we 

need to comply with God’s grace and accept his help in our lives if we want to overcome 

sin and live in true freedom. Those who are overly obsessed with sin assume they can 

fight it themselves or that they can never be free of sin. The proper belief is that God 

supplies the grace of forgiveness, gives us a fresh start, and allows us to be free from sin. 

Everything centers on our compliance with his grace and forgiveness.  

The second camp are those who believe that they have no sins, sin isn’t worth fighting, 

or they have no need for forgiveness. These ideas are equally if not more problematic 

than the first camp. People who believe they do not sin or are not in need of forgiveness 

have made God a liar and completely ignore his grace. Everyone sins and is deprived of 

the glory of God. All people need God’s grace and forgiveness in order to be good and holy 

people. On another level, think about the effects of these ideologies on our relationships. 

If a person is prone to anger and hurts people in their wrath, that person believes that 

this attitude cannot change. If a person speaks poorly of others and hurts their reputa-

tion but sees no wrong in this action, what chance does this person have in living well 

with the people around them? Sin causes far more harm than we realize. The more we 

are able to understand its character and choose against it, the better we are as human 

beings, the better our relationship with others, and the stronger our relationship with 

God.  

Fighting against sin is a life-long process. We will never be fully free from sin until we die 

and are immersed in God’s grace. We can, however, work against these sinful inclinations 

and become better people, help those around us, and make the world a better place. Ac-

cepting God’s grace in the midst of our weaknesses and challenges builds our faith and 

makes God’s action in our lives more apparent. God doesn’t forgive us just because we 

need help. He does it because it shows himself to us and bolsters our faith. Seeking God’s 

forgiveness makes our faith meaningful and shows God’s presence to us. Do not be afraid 

to be real about your sins and to bring them before God. We want his love and mercy and 

the only way we receive them is through honest examinations of our consciences and 

lives.  

 

Fr. Cody 

On behalf of Holy Cross Parish I 

want to thank Meagan Poe for 

her many years of service to  

our parish as office manager 

and in communications as she 

concludes her employment with 

us. We wish her the best in her 

next endeavors. 

    Fr. Cody 

Registration is now open! 



Mass  Schedule 
Monday  

February 24 

No Mass or Adoration 
No Catholicism 101 

 

Tuesday  
February 25 

No Mass 
 

Wednesday  
February 26 

 

Thursday 
February 27 

 

Friday 
February 28 

 

Saturday 
March 1 

 

Sunday  

March 2 

Confession 3:30p 

Mass 4:30p 
Parish Family 

RE 5:30p 

 

Ministry Schedule 

Sunday March 2, 2025                           4:30pm 

Greet:                                        Larry and Buffy Woodring  

Lector:                                                        Debbie Miller  

Gifts:                                              Tom and Julie Lethert 

EM:                                       Karen Simonich and John Bleile 

Money Counters:                       Juanita Bray and Karen Susag  

 

All bulletin information requests need to be submitted at least 
two weeks in advance and by email to   

 

                bulletin@holycrossmt.org.  
 

Requests submitted by texts or calls can not be guaranteed.         
 

Bulletin deadline is Monday at 10a  

TWO weeks in advance  

 

 

 

 

 

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

03-02-2025 

Reading 1:           Sirach 27:4-7  

Psalm:                 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16 

Reading 2:              1 Corinthians 15:54-58  

Gospel:                             Luke 6:39-45  

Sc r i p t u r e  R ead ing s   

The new email address for any              
information for the bulletin or                 

advertisements is                                       
bulletin@holycrossmt.org 

Parish potlucks 

Every 4th Sunday of the month we have a 
parish potluck where anyone can bring a 
dish or come down and enjoy some good 
food. As part of the desire for the circles to 
be more active in the parish, I am assigning 
a  circle to each potluck as the point group 
for the potluck. They’re responsibility is to 
set-up,   clean-up, and help make sure there 
is enough food. Anyone is welcome to bring 
food and help. The circle’s responsibility is to 
facilitate the potluck. If you have any con-
cerns or questions, please contact Fr. Cody. 

February 23: Circle of Hope 

March 23: Circle of Love 

April 27: Parish Easter Party– No Potluck 

YOUTH HIGHLIGHTS 
 

The annual Virtus safe environment lesson with the youth 
that is required by the diocese will take place during RE 
class on 3/2/25.  

Mark your calendars:  

• The RE ski day is scheduled for Friday, March 14th. 
Please let us know if you would like to go by Tuesday, 
March 11th.  

• High schoolers are encouraged to take part in the CYC 
Convention/Eucharistic Congress March 21-23. 

Bishop Vetter has promulgated the          
indulgences and Holy Doors for the Jubilee 
Year of Hope. You can go to the Diocesan 

website at                                                       
https://diocesehelena.org/jubilee2025/                                           
or see the letter on the bulletin board. 

mailto:bulletin@holycrossmt.org
https://diocesehelena.org/jubilee2025/


Finance Council:  

John Rauser      

Tim McAlpine     

Tacy Swanton    

Pat Miller       

Monica Benton 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

"When you have received Him, stir up your heart to do 
Him homage; speak to Him about your spiritual life, gazing 
upon Him in your soul where He is present for your happi-

ness; welcome Him as warmly as possible, and behave outwardly in 
such a way that your actions may give proof to all of His Presence." 

- St. Francis de Sales 

Pray for our Seminarians  

Lord Jesus, we ask your special blessing on those preparing for the priesthood 

in our seminaries.  We pray that they will grow in faith, hope and love.  Give 

them courage and perseverance and be their constant companion as they pre-

pare to serve you and your people with the fire of your love.  Make them holy as 

you are holy.  Amen. 

Dcn. Dillon Armstrong, John Cooney, Kaleb Mitchell, Riley Helgoe, Brett Rotz, 

Jamie Severson, Anthony Olmes, James Semling, Carter Anderson, Shae Bills, 

Matt Keck, Carson Gorton, and Jake Smith.  

Pray for vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life. 

Holy Cross recommends 
that the following be 

respected: 

 

Christian Burial: 

Notice should be made 
with the priest before 

arrangements are 
made with the  funeral 

director.  

  

Social Hall:   

Our Social Hall and 
kitchen may be rented 
out for special events. 

 

Please call the office for 
information for any of 

the above notices:      
406-266-4811. 

Prayer Chain 
Beginning September 29 bulletin unless otherwise requested after one month 

prayer request names will be removed from the prayer chain 

John Clark, Martin and Margy Clark, Marilyn Lane, Shanna Montonario, Kadence Saxton,  Suri 

Kitt, Ellen Marie Osborne, Matthew Redeagle, Repose of the soul of Bill Lane, Repose of the 

soul of Harold Lassiter 

      Holy Cross Parish  

Finances  

 

Week ended February 16th 

Thank you for           
your generosity 

Total Weekly  

Budget $2900.00 

Variance  

  

Year to Date  

Total  

Budget  

Variance  

Please consider a memorial for your loved ones to the 

Holy Cross Cemetery instead of flowers. 

THANK YOU! 

Pastoral Council:  

Jesse Swenson  

Mary Ellen Schnur             

Karee Eichinger  

Michael Fisette  

John Bleile  

The Annual Catholic Appeal kicked off several months ago with 
our parish goal of $21,900. So far we have raised $10,650. Please 
consider donating to this important campaign raising money for 
the important functions of our Diocese.  

Do you know that we have Catholic Radio in Mon-
tana?  KNEH, 97.3FM in Helena is an affiliate of Rele-
vant Radio, which has 220 radio stations     broad-
casting across the US. You can listen LIVE to KNEH on 
the My Parish app by clicking on the Radio microphone 
icon or listen LIVE at www.kneh.org 

No Mass or Adoration Monday, February 24th, Tuesday, February 25th, and  Monday, 
March 3rd  

No Catholicism 201 on Monday February 24th and Monday, March 3rd 

No Adoration and Confession Saturday, March 1st 

 

Ignatian Rules of Discernment 

Presented by 
Teresa Chabot 

Catholic lay Spiritual Director for Women- St Matthew’s Parish, Kalispell, MT 
 

 
Thursday Evening   ~   Sunday Morning 

March 13-16, 2025 
 

The Sycamore Tree Catholic Retreat Center 
21592 Sycamore Tree Lane ~ Swan Lake, MT 

www.sycamoretreeretreat.org 
 

*Cost:   $395   
3 nights lodging (1 person) @ $100/night = $300 

Conference fee  $75  / Meals  $20 
Includes three meals and a book. 

Scholarship available. 
 

For more information or to register, please email Michelle Jenkins at email@sycamoretreeretreat or 
call (406) 754.2429 

http://www.kneh.org/
http://www.sycamoretreeretreat.org

