Morality part 34
Political Ethics
Taxation and Obedience
Holy Cross Quilters
Holy Cross quilters give their comfort quilts to people
in our Parish and local Community. These quilts are given to families
with new babies, people who are hospitalized and people
who are ill/suffering. Our mission is to give comfort. Each quilt
comes with special prayers for the recipient. We need your
help in keeping us informed about who needs one of our quilts.
Please contact the Parish office or Sharon Obrigewitch (406-980-1220).

No one like taxes. Or should I rephrase it, no one likes paying taxes. Many people feel that taxes are the way of the
government “sticking it to the little guy.” Or that taxes are largely unfair or too high. Throughout history, everyone has
complained about taxation. Regardless of how you may feel about the cost of taxes, who is being taxed, or the tax
system, I want to talk about the ethics of taxation. Taxes are essential for the functioning of a society. Money is necessary for street repairs, government officials, emergency responders, and the preservation of many of the goods
that comes with society. Therefore, as citizens of this country (or any county) we are morally obliged to pay taxes
based on the tax code. Paying taxes is our way of supporting the good of the country and providing necessary resources for our common life.
One exception exists. When we can be absolutely certain that our tax money is going to a project or cause that is
immoral and to no other source, then we are not morally obliged to pay taxes. Notice the language that I used. The
money must be only going to that immoral cause and we have certainty that the tax money is going only to that
cause.
Obedience to Government officials

Holy Cross Quilters
Come and join us! We meet every Tuesday at 10:00am
in a classroom downstairs
from September to June.
We have lots of fabric and patterns available.
Come and check us out.
Everyone is welcome!

When I was in high school, one of my teachers left an impression on me that I have never forgotten. At the time
George Bush was our president and she made it clear to me that she didn’t like him. But, she said, “he is our president
and therefore due my respect.” This respect for the office is something that we are gravely missing today. As a democratic republic, the part we play as members of this society is to vote. Although our vote might not mean the person
we want is in office, we are morally obliged to respect the person in office as respect to the office and the system of
governance of our country. Respect doesn’t require us to like the person or comply with his/her policies. Conversely,
proper respect means to use our voice and the good of the office to work with those in office for the greater good.
We can only expect those in office to comply and work towards the good if they know that we respect the system and
the person in office. If we were in a different system like communism, then respect is total obedience to the person in office
and we do not have a say. In contrast we should be proud we
have a voice and a way to influence the good of the country
through respect and voting.
Fr. Cody

Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School is open to pre-k through
5th grade. Middle Schoolers and High Schoolers
are encouraged to come join the fun and help
with kids with their projects. The schedule is as
follows:
Tuesday July 19th 5-8p for kick off dinner
Wednesday July 20th 9a-3p
Thursday July 21st 1-6:30p closing dinner
Parents are encouraged to join us for dinner on Tues and Thurs and join
in the VBS fun.
The link to register is vbspro.events/p/004de8

Upcoming RE Events
June 29th 5-7p
All RE fun on the lawn day
July 13th 7-9p
Middle School and High School Water
Fun Day

The Townsend Farmer’s Market will begin on Thursday May
26, 2022 from 3:00pm to 6:00 pm.
The Market will continue every Thursday until September 29,
2022.

