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MARTYRDOM OF POLYCARP 3.2-5.2

T = the wild beasts in an outstanding way. For when the proconsul wished

to persuade him and asked him to consider his youthfulness, he forc-
bly dragged the wild beast toward himself, desiring to be released as

&E&.&x as possible from their unrighteous and lawless life. Nlmo after
‘thiis the whole multitude, marveling at the bravery of the God-loving
and God-fearing race of Christians, began shouting, “Away with the

atheists! Find Polycarp!”

Cowardly Quintus

4 (Now there was one man, Quintus by name, a Phrygian recently
arrived from Phrygia, who, when he saw the wild beasts, turned
coward. This was the man who had forced himself and some others
to come forward voluntarily. The proconsul, after many appeals, finally
persuaded him to swear the oath and to offer the sacrifice. For this

reason therefore, brothers and sisters, we do not praise those who

hand themselves over, since the gospel does not so teach.)

Polycarp Prophesies His Own Death

.W Now the most admirable Polycarp, when he first heard the news,
was not disturbed. In fact, he wanted to remain in town, but the ma-
jority persuaded him to withdraw. So he withdrew to a small country
house not far from the city and stayed there with a few companions,
doing nothing else night and day except praying for everyone and
for the churches throughout the world, for this was his constant
habit. 2 And while he was praying he fell into a trance three days
before his arrest and saw his pillow being consumed by fire. And he
turned and said to those who were with him: “It is necessary that I

be burned alive.”

4 brothers and sisters Gk adelphoi. * hand. . . over .Some ancient authorities read

come forward on their own.
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MARTYRDOM OF POLYCARP 6.1--7.3

Searchin g for m&@&&%

%% § And as those who were searching for him persisted, he moved to

-another country house. Immediately, those searching for him arrived,
"and not finding him, they seized two young slaves, one of whom con-

1" fessed under torture. 2 For it really was impossible for him to remain
1 . hidden,since the very persons who betrayed him were members of his

own household. And the captain of the police, who just happened to

4™ tiave the same name—Herod, as he was called—was eager to bring

him into the stadium in order that he [Polycarp] might fulfill his
appointed destiny of being made a sharer with Christ, while those

I3 who betrayed him received the punishment of Judas himself.

7 So, taking the young slave with them, on Friday about supper
time the mounted police and horsemen set out, armed with their
usual weapons as though chasing after an armed rebel. And closing
in on him late in the evening, they found him in bed in an upstairs
room in a small cottage; and though he still could have escaped from
there to another place, he refused, saying, “May God’s will be done.”
250 when he heard that they had arrived, he went down and talked
with them, and those who were present marveled at his age and his
composure and wondered why there was so much eagerness for the
arrest of an old man like him. Then he immediately ordered that a
table be set for them to eat and drink as much as they wished at that
hour, and he asked them to grant him an hour so that he might pray
undisturbed. 3 When they consented, he stood and prayed, so full of
the grace of God that for two hours he was unable to stop speaking;
those who heard him were amazed, and many regretted that they had
come after such a godly old man.

6.1 arrived le., at the first farm. 7.1 armed with their . . . rebel Cf. Matt.
26:55. * May...done Acts 21:14; cf. Matt. 6:10. 7.3 prayed One ancient au-
thority reads facing the east.
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MARTYRDOM OF POLYCARP 12.1-3

% +f the fire of the coming judgment and eternal punishment, which
47 jsreserved for the ungodly. But why do you delay? Come, do what
MM .OC wish.”

The Verdict and the Sentence

H_.N As he spoke these and many other words, he was inspired with
* courage and joy, and his face was filled with grace, so that not only
| did he not collapse in fright at the things that were said to him, but
on'the contrary the proconsul was astonished, and sent his own herald
into the midst of the stadium to proclaim three times: ..Huoqnpam has
confessed that he is 2 Christian.”2 When this was proclaimed by the
herald, the entire crowd, Gentiles as well as Jews living in Smyrna,
cried out with uncontrollable anger and with a loud shout: “This is
the teacher of Asia, the father of the Christians, the destroyer of our
gods, who teaches many not to sacrifice or worship.” Saying these
things, they shouted aloud and asked Philip the Asiarch to let a lion
loose upon Polycarp. But he said that it was not lawful for him to do
50 since he had already brought to a close the animal hunts. 3 Then
it occurred to them to shout out in unison that Polycarp should be
burned alive. For it was necessary that the vision be fulfilled that he
received concerning his pillow, when he saw it on fire while praying
| and turned and said prophetically to the faithful who were with him,
| “Ttis necessary that I be burned alive.”

.

319

¥

MARTYRDOM OF POLYCARP 13.1-14.2

Preparing the Pyre
Hw These things then happened with surprising swiftness, quicker
“¢han words could tell, the crowd swiftly collecting wood and kindling

,..< {" from the workshops and baths, the Jews being especially eager to
| assist in this, as is their custom. 2 When the pyre was ready, he took

off all his clothes and removed his belt; he also tried to take off his
shoes, though not previously in the habit of doing this, because all
the faithful were always eager to be the first to touch his flesh. For
he had been honored in every respect on account of his holy life even
before his martyrdom. 3 Then the materials prepared for the pyre
were placed around him; and as they were also about to nail him, he
said: “Leave me as I am; for the one who enables me to endure the
fire will also enable me to remain on'the pyre without moving, even
without the sense of security that you get from the nails.”

Polycarp’s Prayer
14 s, they did not nail him, but tied him instead. 'Then, having placed
his hands behind himself and having been bound, like a splendid
ram chosen from a great fock for a sacrifice, a burnt offering pre-

 pared and acceptable to God, he looked up to heaven and said: “O

Lord God Almighty, Father of your beloved and blessed Son Jesus
Christ, through whom we have received knowledge of you, the God
of angels and powers and of all creation, and of the whole race of the
righteous who live in your presence, 2 I bless you because you have
considered me worthy of this day and hour, so that I might receive

13.2 pyre Some ancient authorities read Jfire. * martyrdom One ancient authority

reads gray bair appeared.

a2

321



e
4
H

Y43

oAl
® s “3°1 Yo 1uvd v 2010354 07 K[qussod 10 ‘grzm sunwmos o 10 gmozop Y'Y dpey

ﬁdoh mvﬂu.muoguﬁﬂ juanue UEOW Q.NNBQNQU ® .k\ﬁ.NLUS NNQ%WQGEU& ﬁdvh wUU.T.—OQu:T
JUSIUE JWOQG spqvyivuss TYL "SIWO LAUIOYINE JUIIUE SU() puv sa0p v '[!
i
‘aArosap Aoy st “pIoTT 9y JO s103EITIIY pue sojdsTp se 2407 om s143 |
~JEW 33 INq ‘poL) JO UOG Y3 ST oYym ‘Duo sty drysiom om Iof ¢
28] auoAue diysrom 03 10 ‘sxouurs JO JTeyaq Uo ssa[aure[q 3y ‘paAes |
3TE OUYM 9SOY] JO P[IOM S[OTM ST} JO UOLRAES OU3 I0] patoyns oy b
FHYD) 93 UOPUEQE 03 ISURIS S[qE 2q J9ASU [[IM 3m JEY} MOUY 30U PIp
Aoyy, "axyy o3 woxy Apog a3 a3e3 03 INOQE 21oM M UM PIYdIEs
U243 oym ‘smaf 9y3 JO 20UR)sIsuT pue uonedysur S} 38 SUOp sesm STy
MV Ueur st} drgsiom o3 urdaq pue auo PAymNI 3Y3 UopUEqe fewr
Loy, ‘pres ay «38]2 10, 4poq sty 1240 puey 0} jou ayensidew atp 0}
Teadde 03 90Ty jo 19Y301q puE porsfy JO I9U1e} o1 ‘§939D1IN] PAIIUL
9Y 0g 7 "Ysoy Aoy sTq yonoy o3 pue STy} op 03 pamsap Auews qmgﬁ
u2As ‘sn Aq Aeme Uy} 9q pnoys Apoq rood STY U943 JOU Jetj) 31 0}
AES nomcom,ﬁu PInod suo ou jer az11d € uom pey pue Amelrowwt
JO UMOI> 9U3 Y3ImM PIUMOID MOU SEM 1] Jey) pazifess pue ‘Guruuid
-9q 313 WoIJ 5JI SIY JO I930ereyd J[qeyseordaist oYy pue wopidl
-1ews s dredA[od Jo ssouyesid sy3 passesqo oy uaym ‘snoayySur o jo 1
9083 3y Jo AIBSIDAPE 31} ‘ou() WY snotaus pue snofeal ot Ing N..ﬁ .

Apog s damayog 4200 pyfuory

"paysidwodde oq [im pue paysndwoooe sem [RNOW

ST W03} JWED Yy} Piom 1945 104 "BUILWG U YIINYD JOYFE o I

Jo doysiq ‘own umo o ur 19Yydeay onaydoid pue orjoisode ue u@,ov....m
paaoid oym ‘dreadjog sfqesrewar jsow sy 993]0 9Y3 Jo au0 ATurepsd, e
SEM UBW STYY, ¢ 1993 9Y3 PUE SISASIAUN 9Y} UoMISq 0URIaYP P
12218 08 0q P[NOYS DI5Y) JET} POZEUTE SEAM PMOID A[OYMm o pue WP L

33 paysmunxa 31 38y} 0s ‘pooyq jo Lyuenb 28re & pue saop ® %e\r

€LI-T91 d4VOATOd 30 WOQYXALIVIN

£ce

Sured I3} ‘ST PIp 3y usym puy 1o83ep v YIm WY qels pue uIy
03 dn 03 03 15UORNYSX3 UE P3ISPIO A3 BITf 9y} AQ PAWINSUOD 3¢ 30U

PInoo %ﬁO& ST( Jey3 pazijear %.—.—daﬂu\ro UIUT SSAME] 913 UYAA o.ﬁ

-001ds snoraid 19730 SWIOS 10 35UIDUT JO JUIIS I IOM I T SE BUIOTE

jueidery £124 & poara01ad OS[E am IO "90BUINY B UT PAUYI SuUIaq 1A |
pue pjo8 oy 10 Supfeq peaiq oy Inq Sutumq Ysaf 1] 30U A[PPIN |
Y3 UT 21513 S 31 pU 1A3TeW 33 Jo ApOq U3 PapuNoIms A72157dwio?

‘putss 3y 4q payyy drys e Jo [res 13 ] ‘gore we o adeys oy Juryes o1y |
ayp Joy g “pouaddey Jeym 3501 oU} J[o3 et om JeY3 JopIo Uy passesard
U22( 9ABY 9M pue .AoUw 0} Qua.w SEM. 1T WO 03 ‘ST Je} ﬁPSV SO E
ses am ‘dn pazeyq surey AySrus e se puyy 3131 2115 313 Jo 28reyd Ut UIW
ot ‘afed sty paystuy pue usury, sy dn paxago pey 9 UAYAA m.,w

piomg puv 41,y &g qroac]

Jusury -awod o3 sade ot 10}
ﬁd.m.\soa poq ‘rndg Ajop o3 pue wry yim ‘nok 03 L1013 9q woyM
y3noryy ‘uog pasofaq moAk sty snsa yserrd ySiy Aquoaeoy put
TeuIa39 93 yInorys ‘nof 711013 T ‘noA ssa[q | ‘nof estexd 1 ‘sFury ¥
10§ PI2PUL ‘UOSEAI ST 1O ¢ "POL) A0} pue Jutaradapun ay) 27 OY#
no4 ‘paysT[dIIoddE MOU ABY PUE ‘PUBYSI0JA( PI[EIADI PUE wu.aman _

aAeY NOA se ‘90yiIoes 9[qeidsooe pue oI € se Kepoy svuasard mOATE v

wrat Suowe pasredar oq T Aepy 3dg A[oF] o Jo Lymqndniedtt
Y3 ur RﬁOn_ JO pue [nos Jo Yjoq d.wﬂ [eUI2}9 0} UOTIIILIMNSIT oﬁw
4stryDy moA o dno a3 ur s1kyrew oy Jo IpquUInU oy} Suowre uudmﬁ

UOT-€91 dAVOATOd 40 WO ALIVIN




MARTYRDOM OF POLYCARP 18.1-19.2

,m:m .m,.en account of their matchless devotion to their own King and Teacher.
42 lay we also become their partners and fellow disciples!

rw 8The centurion, therefore, seeing the opposition ,H.m..anm J.\ the Jews,
* %t Polycarp’s body in the middle and cremated it, as is their custom.
And so later on we took up his bones, which are more valuable AED
precious stones and finer than refined gold, and deposited them ina
! mﬁﬁmgn place. 3 There, when we gather together as we are .mEav with
| .- joy and gladness, the Lord will permit us to celebrate the birthday of
| his martyrdom in commemoration of those who have already fought
 in the contest and also for the training and preparation of those who

will do so in the future.

|
,_ Summary: A Martyrdom in' Accord with the Gospel
| 19 Suchisthe story of the blessed Polycarp. Although he (together with
| those from Philadelphia) was the twelfth person martyred in Smyrna,
he alone is especially remembered by everyone, so that he .wm .m@ow.nu of
| everywhere, even by pagans. He proved to be not only a &mnbmﬁmv&
| teacher but also an outstanding martyr whose martyrdom all desire to
| imitate since it was in accord with the pattern of the gospel of Christ. 2 By
| his endurance he defeated the unrighteous magistrate and so received
. the crown of immortality; now he rejoices with the apostles and all the
| righteous, and glorifies the almighty God and Father, and blesses our
| Lord Jesus Christ, the Savior of our souls and Helmsman of our bodies
| and Shepherd of the catholic church throughout the world.
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MARTYRDOM OF POLYCARP 20.1-22.

i Instructions and Farewel]
9 NO You did indeed request that the things that happened be reported
4.~ to you in some detail, but for the present we have given a summary,
|.» as it were, through our brother Marcion. When you have informed
yourselves about these things, send the letter on to the brothers and
sisters who are farther away, in order that they too may glorify the
-~ Lord, who selects from among his own servants. 2 Now to the one
. who is able to bring us all by his grace and bounty into his eternal
kingdom, through his only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, be glory, honor,
power, and majesty forever. Greet all the saints. Those who are with us
greet you, as does Evarestus, who wrote this, and his whole house.

Later Additions: The U“_m,m of the Martyrdom

21 Now the blessed Polycarp was martyred on the second day of
the first part of the month Xanthicus, seven days before the calends
of March,on a great sabbath, about two o'clock in the afternoon. He
was arrested by Herod when Philip of Tralles was high priest during
the proconsulship of Statius Quadratus, but while Jesus Christ was
reigning as King forever, To him be glory, honor, majesty, and the
eternal throne from generation to generation. Amen.

A Second Farewell
NN We bid you farewell, brothers and sisters, as you walk by the
word of Jesus Christ that is in accord with the gospel; with whom

20.1 Marcion One ancient authority reads Marcianus; some ancient authorities
read Mark. Not to be confused with the Marcion of Mart. Pol 22.2. * brothers
and sisters Gk adelphois. 21 On the date of Polycarp’s death, see the introduc-
tion. * Jesus Christ Some ancient authorities read owr Lord Jesus Christ. 221 We

bid ... Christ Some ancient authorities omit the entire paragraph. « brothers and
sisters Gk adelphoi,
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